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Coordinator’s Corner
By Dr. Steve Fleet

The I.B. seniors have been offered almost 4.7 million in scholarships for the coming
year. A substantial amount no doubt well-deserved, and unquestioningly a brilliant
investment by those schools and organizations. The time that | have spent with
these seniors over the past two years will remain among the most precious and
formative of my career.

Hybrid, on-line, in-person, asynchronous, quarantined but joining virtually...students engaged from
changing environments that made the past year seem both unending and all too short. We endured a
year of contradictions when all that we wanted to do rarely aligned with what needed to do. This
created an environment where many of us wrestled with the exhaustion that arises from perpetual
uncertainty while trying to take the steps to assure a future that far too often seems increasingly
obscure as it recedes and taunts us with what we imagined it might have been. And yet every day, and
not always with ease, | witnessed the power of smart, determined, good people to persevere as an
essential step toward prosperity. In the I.B. students at Douglas County High School | saw the
personification of hope. It had a pragmatic side that surfaced when students trusted the science and
took the necessary steps of wearing masks and limiting contact with friends in order to mitigate the
spread of disease. It had an ethical side as teenagers defied societal labels in order to act in the interest
of others. It had a compassionate side as time and time again students supported each other by talking,
listening and genuinely caring. Our students represented the best of society by employing knowledge of
the virus and using that understanding to make decisions for the greater good. The ability to learn is a
prerequisite to becoming moral. For us to live together, for us to operate in a system that is truly “of the
people,” the people must embrace the behaviors that define the I.B. class of 2021; they must maximize
their own understanding in order to find the means to care for one another. No dollar amount of
scholarships can ever measure that...but these students are worthy of the greatest rewards.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2021

Congratulations to our 32 IB students for graduating High School in the IB Programme.

Destinations
Our seniors are planning to take off for universities all over the US, Ireland and the UK. Go Huskies!

Canada

Ottawa
]

)
; New York

| Toronto
N g

Portugal Magid
Spain

North
Atlant]

Morocco

College/University College/University Students
Air Force Academy 2 Northern Film School at Leeds

Arizona State University 1 Beckett University, UK 1
Bryant University 1 Purdue University, Indiana 1
Colorado School of Mines 3 Seattle University 1
Colorado State University 3 University College Dublin, Ireland 1
Creighton University 1 University of Bristol, UK 1
CU Boulder 8 University of Denver 1
CU Colorado Springs 2 University of Georgia 1
CU Denver 1 University of Portland, Oregon 1
Loyola University Chicago 1 University of South Florida 1
Metropolitan State University of Denver 1 University of Southern California 1
University Northern Colorado 1 University of Utah 2
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Learner Profiles
Each year the IBPO teachers award Learner Profile Awards to those students who
they think represent that characteristic most. The winners for this year are:

Inquirer - Gautam Nambiar

Knowledgeable - Chloe Bankhead

Thinker — Abigail Lowe

Communicator — Reagan McCann

Principled — Robin Kyte

Open-minded — Cole Brownjohn

Caring — Olivia DiGiacinto

Risk-taker — Logan Indge

Balanced — Hannah Johnson and Haley Blomquist

Reflective — Kennedi Scales

And finally, Most Outstanding, and winner of the IBPO scholarship: Outstanding IB
Student — Tess Johnson
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Teacher Superlatives

Awarded by the Seniors

Most likely to get lost in their own breakout room
Most likely to be given the title of IB mom
Most likely to be given the title of IB dad
Most likely to win a fight against aliens

Most likely to wear a onesie to school
Most likely to make a student have an existential

crisis
Most school spirit
Most likely to become an evil genius
Most likely to survive the Hunger Games
Most likely to commit tax fraud and get away with it

Most likely to overshare in class

Most likely to impulse buy a pet
Most likely to boycott plastic products
Most likely to open their own business

Scariest death glare
Most intimidating vocabulary
Best bromance

Best comedic storyteller

Most likely to get off topic

Most likely to get his wallet stolen at an Atm in
Prague
Most likely to not care that her husbands' wallet was
stolen

Senora White
Ms. Gerios-Rohl
Mr. Risner
Mr. Leach
Ms. Johnson
Dr. Fleet
Ms. Bush
Mr. Craven
Mr. Schreiner
Ms. Johnson
Ms. Clever
Ms. Speegle
Ms. Dickerson
Mr. Brelje
Ms. Fleet
Dr. Fleet
Mr. Craven and Dr. Fleet
Mr. Risner
Ms. Johnson

Dr. Fleet

Ms. Fleet
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Senior Year Memories

A collection of photos submitted by the students.
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Thank you, Teachers!

Mrs. Clever- thank you for always being so supportive and kind to your students. | appreciate your
patience with us and the passion you’ve expressed for teaching us. you will always be my favorite
teacher:)

Thank you to Ms. Johnson for teaching a wonderful and meaningful English class despite everything! |
will miss your class.

Thank you for helping everyone so much through art Ms. Speegle. We wouldn't have made it without
your help and encouragement. You will always be my favorite art teacher.

Mrs. Bush - Thank you for always believing in your students and making math fun! It was very scary
going into HL Math, but now | look forward to class every odd day :)

Thank you to all of the IB teachers for giving us the best education we could have gotten. You guys are
what has made both our education and experience in high school so amazing and memorable. Not only
have we learned about the subjects but we have learned how to be better and more successful people.
You taught us skills that other teachers wouldn’t have. Thank you all so much.

Dr. Fleet, thank you so much for all of your support and dedicated teaching. You class really made my
years and expanded my view on life.

Ms. Speegle, thank you for all of your encouragement throughout these last three years. You have
helped me grow as both an artist and a person. | am so happy that | took your class.

Miss Speegle, Thank you for being such an incredible and patient teacher, | have grown a lot because of
you and your class and | am very thankful.

Mr. Risner, Thank you for making TOK fun and enjoyable. | will miss being in your small group having
deep discussions on all the different topics we covered.

TOK teachers, thank you so much for spending your Wednesday nights teaching us in TOK and dealing
with all of our craziness. You changed my point of view and the way | look at things more than you
know.

Ms. Yates, Thank you for being the IB secretary and making sure that we are all on track with everything
for IB. | will miss seeing you in the office and talking about all our experiences. | loved listening to all
your stories from your experiences around the world.

World Language Teachers, Thank you for having so much patience when teaching us a whole different
language. It's one of the hardest classes and you guys work so hard to make sure we are prepared for
our tests. | wouldn't have passed without all your dedication and hard work.

-17 -
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Thank you, Teachers!

Arvidson, Steve- Chemistry

Davis, Ryan- Ceramics

Brelje, Ben- Business Craven, Michael- History Dickerson, Jolene- ESS Science

-18-
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Thank you, Teachers!

Fleet, Steve-IB Coord-
Philosophy

Leach, Matt-Physics

Nassif, Laurette- French

1(‘ /
Gerios-Rohl, Lisa- Biology McKnight, Roger- Computer Risner, Kelse- History
Science

-19-
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Thank you, Teachers!

3
Schreiner, Matt- Math

Speegle, Brooke- Art Design

‘% S v : q I
IB Asst

Villwock, Alexander- Math White, Wendi- Spanish Yates Oksa;a -

-20-



IBPO NEWSLETTER — MAY 2021 - GRADUATION EDITION

In Memoriam: Jefferson Dirks

“{',\‘ “‘ 4
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In February the Huskies IB community was rocked by the untimely death of one of its own,
Jefferson Dirks.

Jefferson was a member of the IB Class of 2020 and will forever be remembered by his
classmates as a kind friend, a wonderful listener, a technical wizard and so much more.
Honoring and supporting others was very much part of his nature: for his Eagle Scout project he
worked on organizing and restoring the patriotic mural under the Meadows Parkway in Castle
Rock. (link).

He cheered on his friends, while they were finding their feet during their first year in college
during the pandemic, over Zoom calls, with encouraging words and genuine interest in their
passions. As he was planning his future, he had decided to take a gap year, and we all knew
that there was so much he could do and do it well.

In the words of Dr. Fleet

The loss of any student leaves a hole in the hopes and hearts of their teachers. We have the
privilege to come to know them as they learn, as they grow and as they gain confidence in the
process of discovering the power they possess to make themselves into the people they want to
become. The untimely end, the death, of Jefferson Dirks deprives the world of his kindness, his
genuine personality and all of the possibilities of a young life.

| recall Jefferson as he explored interpretations of justice and discussed ideas about the nature
of a good life. He converted learning to life. He raised questions and presented possibilities so
that he could see where they might go; he built on the ideas of peers so that everyone could see
the value of listening and the power of constructing meaning. If his conclusions needed to give

-21-
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way to new interpretations, he opened his mind to those possibilities. His engagement with
ideas, with friends, with teachers and with life modeled a kind commitment to the power of
community. Jefferson would be the first to volunteer to help, the first to offer a kind word to
someone struggling, and the first to volunteer a perspective to open a discussion. He made the
classroom vital and accepting.

| recall Jefferson as we talked during the seven-hour train ride from Prague to Krakow. He
talked about his future. He talked about his desire to have a job that enabled him to work with
others. He talked about learning more about the history of the world so that he could better
understand his place in the world. As he talked, he smiled. He smiled a great deal on that trip
and at times he seemed to draw within himself; at times he seemed at one with the world
passing by the window, at times he seemed to need a place to withdraw so that he might put it
all into some perspective. But, that is the nature of learning. The stillness of the train’s interior
and the speed of the passing countryside, seems a model for a young mind seeking stability
amidst rapid change. We hope that education and our support of one another enables us to find
peace amidst uncertainty. | had the great fortune of seeing Jefferson find that peace with his
peers and in his school. That is the Jefferson | remember.

The tragedy of Jefferson’s death reminds us of our need to remain dedicated to fostering a
commitment to listening, caring, acting with kindness, taking risks, dedicating time to others in
all of the young minds who trust us; who put their faith in their teachers and their friends, to help
them grow; it reminds us that we must keep alive the best of Jefferson Dirks.

Jefferson, may you Rest in Peace.

Jefferson’s official obituary can be found online, where you can still contribute your memories.

Photo courtesy of Ann and Chuck Dirks

If you need support dealing with this loss, please know there is help.
Below are some resources and you can also reach out to your DCHS counselor.

. Judi’s House https://judishouse.org/

. Denver Mental Health Grief Counseling:
https://denvermhc.com/therapy-services-in-denver/grief-counseling/

. Rainbows for children struggling with loss: https://rainbows.org/services/overview

. Colorado Cirisis Services: https://coloradocrisisservices.org/

Colorado Crisis Support Line - (844) 493-TALK (8255)
0 Colorado Crisis Text - text TALK to 38255
o Safe2Tell - 1-877-542-7233

-22-
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Welcome, Class of 2025!

The following Fall 2021 DCHS freshmen intend to join the IB Diploma Programme. Welcome!

Brendan Goodfellow Haley Story
Jarrett Jenkins Murphy Tinjum
Alyssa Schroeder Mackenzie Warcholik
Alessandra Tubbs Everett Yarcho
Victoria Tubbs Isabella Zapien
Tatum Leevers Harmonii Allen
Jackson Miller Sam DiGiacinto
Brayden Paul Isabella Heick
Olivia Arens Bryce Grafton
Maya Ayres Barrett Williams
Payten Baca Adam Reljanovic
Auburn Ferry Benjamin Debord
Elsa Hiller Katrina Givens
Brooke Ma Aubrey Freel
Savannah Martinez

Nathan Manning
Emma McKinney
James Morton

Emerson Ainsworth

Welcome, New IBers!

The following DCHS students are switching to IB. Welcome!

Katelyn Clarke
Isabella DeBenedictis
Elise DeVries
Benjamin Harriman
Katerina Heyn
Kaden Lenard
Tyler Pederson
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IBPO Board Contacts

IB Coordinator

Dr. Steve Fleet 303-387-1132 Steven.Fleet@dcsdk12.org
IB Assistant
Oksana Yates 303-387-1008 oyates@dcsdkl2.org

2020-2021 IBPO Board

Name Role Phone email

--open-- President (open)

Sabrina Alvarez Vice President 720-369-3290  sabrinas23@hotmail.com

Tami Kopek Treasurer 303-641-6518 tkopek@hotmail.com

--open-- IB Secretary (open)

Ricardo Arenas Technical Support 303-620-6066 rrarenas@yahoo.com

Leora DiGiacinto Social Media [sf1100@yahoo.com

Nelleke van der Voort Newsletter ibpo@nelleke.com

Shelly Nebel Huskie IBPO Website shellynebel@yahoo.com
Help Wanted!

The IB Parent Organization (IBPO) is a group of dedicated parents of IB students at DCHS that organizes
events and activities throughout the school year. The IBPO is looking for parents to help with various
activities. A few IB parents have students graduating this year and will no longer be on the board.

If you are interested in any of these positions, please contact us at Huskieibpo@gmail.com

We want to hear from you!
For Newsletter Comments, Suggestions, Articles please email Nelleke van der Voort @
ibpo@nelleke.com

-24-
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Scholarship Details

The Class of 2021 earned a total of $ 4,698,608 in scholarships. Congratulations! See details below

Last First College/University = Name of Award/ | Scholarsh | Yrs Amount Attending / Total
Name Name Scholarship ip / Award Amount
Amount
Anhalt Rose Colorado State Green and Gold $3,000 4 $12,000 Colorado State
University University
$12,000
Bankhead @ Chloe US AF ROTC Full Scholarship $110,000 4 $440,000 United Air Force
Academy
Bankhead @ Chloe Air Force Full Scholarship 4
Academy
Bankhead | Chloe University of CU Esteemed $10,500 1 $10, 500
Colorado Boulder Scholars-Sewall
" Scholarship $5,000 1 $5,000
Bankhead | Chloe University of Chancellor's $1,000 4 $4,000
Colorado Denver Scholarship
Bankhead | Chloe CU Colorado Chancellor's $2,500 4 $10,000
Springs Award
Bankhead @ Chloe Western Colorado | Taylor Merit Award $4,500 4 $18,000
University
Bankhead | Chloe Regis University Presidental Award $20,000 4 $80,000
Bankhead | Chloe Metro State Raise me $4,000 4 $16,000
University Academic
Bankhead | Chloe University of Trustee $4,000 4 $16,000
Northern Colorado | Scholarship
Bankhead | Chloe University of San Raise me $4,895 4 $19,580
Diego Academic
Scholarship
$619,080
Blomquist | Haley University of Utah | Western $14,000 4 $56,000 University of Utah
Undergraduate
Exchange
Blomquist | Haley Northern Arizona Founders Blue $5,000 4 $20,000
University Tuition
Scholarship
Blomquist = Haley Western Colorado | East Merit $2,500 4 $10,000
University University
$86,000
Borovok Oleksandra | University of Provost $8,334 4 $25,000 University of
Denver Scholarship Denver
" Residence Hall $3,000 1 $3,000
Grant
" DU Educational $5,535 4 $22,140
Grant
Borovok | Oleksandra | University of Grant & $10,600 1 $10,600
Boulder Scholarship
Borovok | Oleksandra | Daniels Fund Daniels Scholars $25,000 1 $25,000
$85,740
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Last First College/University = Name of Award/ | Scholarsh | Yrs Amount Attending / Total
Name Name Scholarship ip / Award Amount
Amount
Cote Ayanna Creighton Founders Award $22,000 4 $88,000 Creighton
University University,
Nebraska
Cote Ayanna University of Purple and Gold $3,000 4 $12,000
Washington Scholar
Cote Ayanna University of Summit $10,000 4 $40,000
Oregon Scholarship
Cote Ayanna University of Esteemed Scholar $2,500 4 $10,000
Colorado Boulder
$150,000
Duffy Amber Colorado State Honors Program $1,000 4 $4,000
University
CU Boulder Multicultural $1,500 4 $6,000 CU Boulder
Leadership
Schools
$10,000
Gray Jenna Arizona State Provost's Award $12,000 4 $48,000 Arizona State
University University
Gray Jenna University of Horace M. Hale $3,500 4 $14,000
Colorado Boulder Award
Gray Jenna University of Dean Scholar $26,000 4 $104,000
Denver
Gray Jenna University of Santa | Deansac 7,500 4 $30,000
Cruz Sholarship
$196,000
Hahn Lauren Creighton Founders Award $ 22,000 4 $88,000
University
Hahn Lauren Colorado State Green and Gold $2,000 4 $8,000
University Scholarship
Hahn Lauren University of Utah | WUE Tuition $14,000 4 $56,000 University of Utah
Discount
Hahn Lauren Northern Arizona Founders Non- $6,000 4 $24,000
University Resident Gold
Tuition
Scholarship
$176,000
Harriman | Lindsey Case Western University $23,500 4 $94,000
Reserve University | scholarship
Harriman | Lindsey Michigan State Honors Distinction $5,000 4 $20,000
University
Harriman | Lindsey " MSU Non-Res $15,000 4 $60,000
Scholar
Harriman | Lindsey CU Denver UHL/Chancellors $3,500 4 $14,000
Scholarship
Harriman | Lindsey Uni. of Southern University Grant 15, 795 4 63, 180 USC
California
Harriman | Lindsey University of Esteemed Scholar 5, 000 4 $20,000
Colorado Boulder
Harriman | Lindsey Arizona State Provost Award $12,000 4 $48,000

University

26
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Last First College/University Name of Award/ | Scholarsh Amount Attending / Total
Name Name Scholarship ip / Award Amount
Amount
Harriman | Lindsey American Dean's Award $10,000 $40,000
University
Harriman | Lindsey Fordham University | Fordham-Jogues $10,000 $40,000
Scholarship
Harriman | Lindsey " Fordham Need- $12,000 $48,000
Based Grant
Harriman | Lindsey $ 447,180
Indge Logan Gonzaga University = Regents $22,000 $88,000 University of
Scholarship Colorado Boulder
" Music Scholarship $5,000 $20,000
Indge Logan University of Trustee $4,000 $16,000
Northern Colorado | Scholarship
Indge Logan University of Music Scholarship $12,000 $48,000
Northern Colorado
Indge Logan University of President James $10,000 $10,000
Colorado Boulder | Baker Award
" Music Scholarship $3,500 $14,000
Indge Logan Arizona State President's Award $15,500 $62,000
University
$ 258,000
Johnson Hannah US Airforce Academy $110,000 $440,000 US Airforce
Academy Academy
$ 440,000
Johnson | Tess George IB Scholarship $15,000 $30,000
Washington
University
Johnson | Tess University of National $15,000,0 $60,000
Minnesota Scholarship 0
Johnson | Tess University of CU Esteemed $3,500 $14,000
Boulder Scholars
Johnson | Tess " Regent Scholarship $1,000 $1,000
Johnson | Tess Viginia Polytech College of $3,000 $12,000
University Engineering
Freshman Renew
Johnson | Tess Colorado School of | President's $5,000 $20,000 Colorado School of
Mines Scholarship Mines
Johnson Tess $137,000
Jorah Maria University of
Colorado Springs
Kyte Robin University of Esteemed Scholar $5,000 $20,000 University of Bristol
Boulder -UK
Kyte Robin University of Provost Scholar $28,000 $112,000
Denver
Kyte Robin Colorado School of | Merit Award $5,000 $20,000

Mines
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Last First College/University = Name of Award/ | Scholarsh | Yrs Amount Attending / Total
Name Name Scholarship ip / Award Amount
Amount
$152,000
McCann Reagan American AUP Financial $19,360 1 $19,360 University College
University of Paris | Awards Dublin
McCann Reagan Whitman College Whitman $10,000 1 $10,000
Achievement
Scholarship
" Raiseme $8,000,00 1 $8,000
Scholarship
" Whitman Need- $23,900 1 $23,900
based Scholarship
McCann Reagan Washington Thrive Scholarship | $33,000 1 $33,000
Jefferson College
" W & J College $2,000 1 $2,000
Grant
$96,260
Robert Nicole Bryant University | Trustee $27,000 4 $108,000 Bryant University
Scholarship
Robert Nicole Providence College | Providence $33,320 1 $33,320
College Grant
Robert Nicole " PC Book Award $700 1 $700
Robert Nicole " Friar Mission $3,590 $3,590
Grant
Robert Nicole Assumption Presidential $26,000 1 $26,000
College Scholarship
Robert Nicole " Assumption $4,092 1 $4,092
University Grant
Robert Nicole
$175,702
Scales Kennedi Emory University Robert W. $71,771 4 $287,084
Woodruff Scholar
Scales Kennedi University of Bernard Ramsey $32,300 4 $130,000 University of
Georgia Honors Scholar Georgia
Scales Kennedi " The Fellowship $20,400 4 $81,000
Scales Kennedi " Regents Waiver $19,040 4 $76,160
Scales Kennedi " Housing $1,228 1 $1,228
Supplement
Scales Kennedi Tufts University Tufts Grant $19,150 1 $19,150
Scales Kennedi " Stern James $5,500 1 $5,000
Scholarship
Scales Kennedi Colorado College CC Grant $47,234 1 $47,234
Scales Kennedi Providence College | St. Catherine of $30,272 1 $30,272
Siena Scholar
Scales Kennedi " PC Award $700 1 $700
Scales Kennedi Clark University Traina Scholarship | $20,000 4 $80,000
Scales Kennedi Baylor University $23,000 4 $92,000
Scales Kennedi University of Out of State $28,000 4 $112,000

Alabama

Presidential Sch.
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Last First College/University = Name of Award/ | Scholarsh | Yrs Amount Attending / Total
Name Name Scholarship ip / Award Amount
Amount
Scales Kennedi University of Chancellor $27,000 4 $108,000
Denver Scholarship
Scales Kennedi " Residence Hall $3,000 4 $12,000
Grant
Scales Kennedi " DU Educational $1,870 1 $1,870
Grant
Scales Kennedi University of Bluegrass Spirit $12,500 4 $50,000
Kentucky Scholarship
Scales Kennedi University of Blazer Elite $18,000 4 $72,000
Alabama Scholarship
Scales Kennedi University of President James $2,500 4 $10,000
Colorado Boulder Baker Award
Scales Kennedi University of Chancellor $1,000 4 $4,000
Colorado Denver Scholarship
Scales Kennedi University of South | Excellence Award $23,225 4 $92,900
Carolina Tuition Rate
Scales Kennedi Northeastern $37,000 4 $148,000
University
Scales Kennedi “ Foundation $20,400 4 $81,600
Fellowship
Scales Kennedi $ 1,542,198
Schuler Kara Colorado School of | Merit Award $5,000 4 $20,000 Colorado School of
Mines Mines
Schuler Kara $20,000
Tuttle Alyssa Seattle University | Achievement 23,000 4 $92,000 Seattle University
Scholarship
" SU Redhawk 3,000 4 $12,000
Grant
$104,000
Van Kathryn University of Dean Scholarship $23,000 1 $23,000 Loyola University
Egeren Denver Chicago
" Residence Hall $3,000 1 $3,000
Grant
" DU Grant $19,920 1 $19,920
Van Kathryn Loyola University = Damen $23,000 1 $23,000
Egeren Scholarship
" Loyola Grant $5,703 1 $5,703
Van Kathryn University of CU Promise $4,825 1 $4,825
Egeren Colorado Boulder
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