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Coordinator’s Corner
An update from Dr. Fleet

As we approach the 25th anniversary of our program at Douglas County High
School, we begin the process for our fifth five-year International Baccalaureate
review. The five-year review provides us with the opportunity to examine our program and
most significantly, to make changes so that we can maximize conditions for students to
participate and to find success.
Over the next year we will work with Mesa Middle School in order to assure that the
fundamental objectives of an International Baccalaureate education are made available to our
students. At the top of that list will be a consideration of our efforts to help students take
control of their own learning, an objective that can only be achieved if we systematically
encourage “student-centered” learning throughout the Middle Years and Diploma experience.
While the past couple of years offer educators a great deal to grumble about and fairly have
been the source of frustration, we will undertake this review with a perspective rooted in what
we can learn in order to promote possibility and optimism within the educational experience.
Specifically, we know that the dynamics generated by community and interaction enable
students to take the risks necessary to grow as learners. Learning becomes fun when we
provide students with a space where they can explore, make mistakes and reach conclusions
together.
This is especially relevant because it operates at the center of maintaining balance and a
healthy mental outlook. Making schools a “safe” place means making them a place where
students want to be, where their discoveries that are not perpetually subjected to judgements,
where they can make connections that are a natural part of who they are, and where they can
find in their teachers and peers the support they
need to learn with confidence.
Learning becomes fun when we
The best teachers I have known over my thirtyprovide students with a space
year career dedicate themselves to these ideals.
where they can explore, make
The International Baccalaureate curriculum
mistakes and reach conclusions
further promotes this type of education. Students
together.
prosper in an environment of opportunity and
support. If you have ideas as to how we can
continue to build community in the Douglas County International Baccalaureate program, we
would sincerely like to hear from you.

“

Sincerely,
Dr.Steven Fleet
IB Coordinator
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Class of ‘21 – End of year banquet Picnic

The class of 2021, after a long and hard pandemic year, got a chance to celebrate the end of the
program with a celebration in the Park at the Mac Center.
See the May 2021 Newsletter and the IBPO website for all awards.

Picnics waiting for students

Learner Profile
Winners
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IB Class of 2021

Dr/ Fleet, collecting one of many
awards from the students
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Our MCs, Abigail and Tess

Back to School Night
and Ice Cream Social

On the 18th of August, the IBPO and the
IB teachers, hosted the annual Back to
School / Ice cream social and IB
information night
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Class of 2023 – Induction

On the 23rd of September, the class of 2023 was inducted into he IB Program.
This year we were able to do the event indoors.
The following students were inducted:
Onyinye Achebe
Apolo Alvarez
Rebecca Arenas
Berenstein
Katelyn Clarke
Isabella DeBenedictis
Elise DeVries
Kyle Donahue
Halle Feth
Beckett Fleet

Savannah Grafton
Benjamin Harriman II
Katerina Heyn

Diya Nair
Soham Paik
Aloukika Patro

Deepaksh Kalra
Ella Kesti
Sasha Latak

Madelyn Rohr
Mona Rojas
Kenzie Sijelmassi

Brady Lazar
Kai Matthews
Rileigh McDaniel
Ayati Muralidar

Jessica Susser
Madison Talley
Cion Tillery
Kira Warren

Quick, pull down your mask for a picture…
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IB Students Art Fair

The IB students displayed their work at the Castle Rock Hospital Artwork exhibition. It has since
been displayed, at the IB Display a Craft Fair on October 23 and are now displayed in the IB
cabinet.
Check it out when you are in the school!
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IB Students at DECA
Several IB Students are part of the DECA club.
This your DCHS’s own Mr. McCarthy, with the DECA officers, organized the Vail Invitational.
tournament on 29th and 30th of October.

Above: the DCHS contingent. at the
Vail Invitational in Beaver Creek
Right: souvenir sweatshirt designed
by IB Jr. Kira Warren
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Upcoming Events and Deadlines
Event
IB Exam Fees @ $119 per subject
International Education Week
IB Info Night
Virtual IB Info night
IB Exam Fees @ $157
Princeton Review
SAT/PSAT/ACT practice test
Final IB Exam Fees (@ $269)

Date and time
Mon, 15 Nov
15 – 19 November
Tue, 16 November, 6 PM
Tentative: Jan 2022
15 January 2022
5 February 2022 (tentative)
1 April 2022

Carpool?
If you are outside of the DCHS catchment area you may know that the Douglas County School
District stopped the bus to the Parker High Schools last year.
We realize that not every parent can drive their child to school every day and are looking at
giving parents a tool to organize car pools to make this easier.
Way To Go is already used by many of the charter schools in the district and we are asking the
DCHS to set up a connection for us.
If you are interested in this, please send an email to huskieibpo@gmail.com.
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Did you know?
How much college credits you can get for your IB
diploma?
Below are average credits that DCHS IB students received for their IB diploma compared to AP
classes

College
CU
Univ. of Colorado

CSU Colorado State
CC Colorado College
Univ.of Alabama

Program
AP
IB
AP
IB
AP
IB
AP
IB

Psychology
42% 3h
96% 3h
61% 3h
96% 7h
42% 4h
96% 8h
61% 3h
94% 3h

English
34% 3h
98% 3h
34% 6h
64% 6h
13% 4h
98% 4-8h
34% 6h
64% 6h

Spanish
27% 11h
97% 10h
82% 4h
97% 4h
36% 4h
72% 4h
36% 7h
72% 8h

Chemistry
22% 4h
73% 4h
22% 4h
73% 4h
8% 4h
8% 4h
1% 8h
73% 8h

You can combine AP and IB
Students who are part of the IB program can also take AP classes and tests. As a matter of fact,
many do.

You can take Partial IB
Even if they don’t want to do the whole IB program, students can still take advantage of the
Extended Essay Program, the TOK classes or the IB classes. Contact Dr. Fleet or Oksana Yates to
learn more.

Somebody wrote the book to help you
To do better in the IB program Dr. Fleet recommends this book to help students get the most
of their IB education and get better grades.
Check out The secret art of passing the IB diploma by Alexander Zouev

There is an App for that?
Check out the smartib app on the App store. It allows IB students to connect with other IB
students all over the world.
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You can get language help from the DCSD multicultural
Liaison
The Douglas County School District has a Multicultural Liaison to provide help for Spanishspeaking families. They can help with:
Translating school- wide communications sent by school administrators or if any staff needs to
communicate directly with a non-English speaking family for general and IB specific info.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Calling families to communicate important school updates and opportunities
Calling families to introduce themselves and begin building trust.
Using telephonic interpretation to communicate information to families who speak
languages other than Spanish and English.
Strategizing with administrators and Team Lead about the most effective and efficient
ways to communicate and build partnerships with families
Collaborate with administration and the ELD Department to plan back- to- school night
for multilingual families
Collaborate with administration and the Principal’s Secretary to send a phone dialer
message to specific families
Provide education on diversity, equity, inclusion, and culture.

Useful IBO Web links
•
•
•
•

https://ibo.org : home
https://ibo.org/university-admission/ Advantages of IB for university
admission
https://ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/assessment-andexams/ Diploma Programme (Jr + Sr year) resources including Exam
info
https://ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/assessment-andexams/exam-schedule/ DP exam schedule
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IB Office
IB Coordinator

Dr. Steve Fleet

303-387-1132

Steven.Fleet@dcsdk12.org

Oksana Yates

303-387-1008

oyates@dcsdk12.org

IB Assistant

DCHS IB Parent Organization
2021-2022 IBPO Board

The IB Parent Organization (IBPO) is a group of dedicated parents of IB students at DCHS that
organizes events and activities throughout the school year.
Name

Role

Phone

email

Nelleke van der Voort

President & Newsletter

Sabrina Alvarez

Vice President

720-369-3290 sabrinas23@hotmail.com

Tami Kopek

Treasurer

303-641-6518 tkopek@hotmail.com

Maria Rojas

IB Secretary

303-725-1054 mjrojas71@hotmail.com

Ricardo Arenas

Technical Support

303-620-6066 rrarenas@yahoo.com

Leora DiGiacinto

Social Media

Sonia Arenas

Member-at-Large

Shelly Nebel

Huskie IBPO Website

shellynebel@yahoo.com

Karen Qi

Member-at-Large

karenqi2021@gmail.com

ibpo@nelleke.com

lsf1100@yahoo.com
720-472-1104 seberenstein@yahoo.com

Welcome to our two new members: Maria Rojas and Karen Qi.
As students are graduating, we are always looking for people to join. If you are interested in any
of these positions, please contact us at Huskieibpo@gmail.com
We want to hear from you
For Newsletter Comments, Suggestions, Articles please email huskieibpo@gmail.com.
For the latest news, check out our website: http://www.huskieibpo.com/
We are on Instagram
Check us out @dchsibpo
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