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Samantha Albert, Andrea Azofeifa, Joseph Banisch, Richard Barz, Evan Bennett, Nicholas Berry, Ligia Botelho, Justin Buehler,  
Christopher Carter, Yu Chen, Emily Chhoeurm, Danielle Compton, Ryan Day, Sheridan DeLay, Amber Dupuis, Robert Feagans,  
Sydney Firmin, Genevieve Gaffigan, Andre Gilbert, Nichelle Giraldes, Devon Gonteski, Morgan Graham, Richard Green, Abigail Halmes, 
Taylor Hamed, Tom Hart, Spencer Huyck, Jordan Jones, Michael Kaoudis, Sarah Kim, Alexandra Kottenstette, Catherine Layton,  
Rah Mi Lee, Sarah Lukas, Alyssa Markham, Justin Mathew, Janelle Mayorga, Breanna Miller, Tealia Morehead, John Murphy,  
Shelby Nash, Stephanie Ng, Wojciech Nowak, Isabella Peccolo, Giovanna Peccolo, Carlos Perry, Kaitlyn Regan, Cydney Reinhart,  
Tanner Reinhart, Joshua Rice, Haley Roberson, Joshua Rose, Deanna Schenck, Paige Schonher, Mitchell Sellers, Addison Sexton,  
Joo Son, Silver Storey, Elizabeth Strang, Danielle Trotter, Jonathan Tucker, Danielle Ufer, Ashley VanBruwaene, Brittany Verbeke,  
Eric Verbeke, Valerie Vester, Jordan Wheatley, Alicia Yu, Vanna Yu 

     Class of 2011 Kicks-Off the School Year 
 

     DCHS welcomed 69 Juniors into the IB Diploma program in a moving 
ceremony on a warm September evening.  The program began with in-
trospective commentaries from Dr. Fleet and Mr. Umbach on what will 
unfold in the lives of these students over the next two years and beyond.  
      

     Students were presented with their TOK journals, a present Dr. Fleet 
commented on as one which he felt somewhat guilty giving as it repre-
sented homework.  In addition, class members were awarded their IB 
pins and pens for the journals. 
 

     Each student was asked to write a reflection on someone who was 
an inspiration to them.  Throughout the audience, you could see many 
moms and dads wiping away tears as their teens mentioned them.  
Aunts, siblings, grandparents and teachers were also among the touch-
ing tributes.  The tension was broken when creative tributes to James 
Bond and Dr. Seuss caused the audience to erupt into laughter. 
 

    Following pictures, Juniors and their families enjoyed drinks, delicious 
desserts, and a fun social hour in the Commons. Tracy Hagan & Dr. Fleet with the Induction cake 
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     I first began to think about the benefits that an archery 
range could bring to Douglas County during the summer 
before my junior year at Douglas County High School, 
although I never thought it would materialize into any-
thing.  
     I’ve been shooting in 4-H since I was nine years old.  I 
can’t rightly say that I am as talented as 
some of the shooters in my county, yet 
it has still given me many strengths that 
I know I will carry with me for the rest 
of my life.  
     Archery is a sport unique in the way 
that almost anyone can be successful at 
it. One of the most talented shooters I 
ever met was a boy only two years older 
than me, who only had seven fingers 
and whose arms were disfigured in such 
a way that he could not extend them past ninety degrees. 
Watching him shoot with men well in their forties with 
more sophisticated bows, who blame every miss on their 
equipment, has taught me more than I can really put into 
words. 
     My CAS project gave me an opportunity to see my idea 
turn into something tangible. Douglas County has so much 
talent, and so many kids with a common passion. It’s such 
a shame when a team wins something like the State Con-
test and is not able to celebrate because participants don’t 
know who their teammates are. A lot of archers shoot ex-
clusively with their own club and when they go to repre-

sent their county at the State Shooting Competition are put 
on a team with kids from other clubs with no idea who 
they are.  
     A shooting range that is open to all Douglas County 4-
Hers could change this. My group members; Devon Hock-
ley ‘10, Genevieve Miller ’10, JP Griswold ’10 and Ben 

Patrick ’10 have helped me raise $1,000 
that will cover the cost to build it.  They 
have also helped me talk to organiza-
tions like CALF (Colorado Agriculture 
Leadership Foundation), who have been 
instrumental in the progress of our CAS 
project, and have been patient with me 
as a leader to the group.  
     There have been many mistakes that 
I’ve made as a leader, and I am grateful 
that they put up with me for as long as 

they did! Currently we are working with the Bear Creek 
Archery Shop in Englewood who is helping us order sup-
plies wholesale from Lancaster Archery Co.  
     The range will be built as soon as the supplies come in 
at the Lowell Ranch.  I think I can honestly say that my 
CAS project has been one of the most valuable things I 
will take from the IB program. It has taught me how to set 
long term goals, pushed me to become a better leader and 
taught me that ordinary people can make a difference in 
their community. 

 
~ Susie Hutton  ‘10 

�������&���������
+�!����"������������������  

     The summer before Junior year is an important one for 
the IB student.   It marks the end of Pre-IB, the beginning 
of actual IB, and the start of the dreaded CAS program.  
Even though 150 hours of Creativity, Action, and Service 
really isn’t too bad, it seems like a daunting task at first.  
Beyond meeting the mandatory 150 hours, the class of 
2010 is also the first class to have to create a yearlong 
CAS service project.  To combat this new challenge, six of 
us came together in November, 2008 to create a commu-
nity service-based organization. 
     At first, we attempted to create a non-profit organiza-
tion.  Once a week, we met in Mrs. Clever’s room to write 
up by-laws, research the IRS tax forms that we would 
need, and even try to contact the BBB.  That was until we 
realized that actually creating the business could take up to 
two years.  So instead, we went about creating a club.  By 
April, 2009, we had the C.F.S. (Cans.Food.Service) club 
ready to go. 

     In May, we held a canned food drive for the Douglas 
County Task Force at Wal-Mart in Parker, near where 
most of us live.   We collected close to 200 pounds of 
food.  After getting off to such a rocky start, we were 
happy to have finally accomplished our original goal of 
doing something for the community. 
     That summer we all took a break from C.F.S. club, 
partly because of the looming workload of the Extended 
Essay and also to work on our own individual CAS hours.  
Our group volunteered at Parker Adventist Hospital and at 
the Castle Rock library. 
     Although being one of the most 
dreaded elements of IB, CAS has given 
IB students the great opportunity to aid 
their community and to do their part in 
helping the world. 

Cans Food Service—C.F.S.  
Feeding Others in Our Community 

 

By: Mitch Whitus ‘10, Rachael Alexander ‘10, Jordan Kranse ‘10 

A New Archery Range for Douglas County Shooters 
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No doubt you’ve heard the terms ‘PYP’ and ‘MYP’ mentioned by teachers and administrators this year.  If you’re 
anything like me, you were left scratching your head wondering if there was a new course that someone forgot to tell 
you about or if students were participating in a new mysterious club.  Well, this investigative reporter has gathered all 
the dirt you need to know about PYP and MYP!  In this issue we explore PYP.  Watch for information on MYP in our 
next issue.           ~ Editor 

International Baccalaureate  
Comes to Rock Ridge! 

 
     In August of this year, Rock Ridge Elementary 
became the first authorized IB Primary Years Pro-
gram (PYP) in Douglas County.   
 

     Many of you are familiar with the IB program at 
Douglas County High School: the Diploma Program.  
Both programs share a belief in the importance of 
an international education and character develop-
ment.        
 

     The Learner Profile provides a clear definition of 
the type of learner that IB hopes to develop through 
its programs.  The Learner Profile identifies IB stu-
dents as: Caring, Thinking, Risk-Takers, Communi-
cators, Knowledgeable, Balanced, Inquirers, Open-
Minded, Principled, and Reflective. 
 

     While the PYP and Diploma Program share a 
common philosophy, there are a few fundamental 
differences.  The Primary Years Program at Rock 
Ridge is inclusive of all our students.  It is not de-

signed as an accelerated or advanced program, but 
rather an international program that promotes edu-
cation of the whole person, emphasizing intellec-
tual, personal, emotional, and social growth.   
 

     The International Baccalaureate Organization 
states, “The aim of all IB programs is to develop 
internationally minded people who, recognizing their 
common humanity and shared guardianship of the 
planet, help to create a better and more peaceful 
world.”   Rock Ridge is excited to join Douglas 
County High School in this important quest. 
 

 ~ Kelli Bainbridge, IB Coordinator 
 

     A special IB Kick-Off Celebration was held at 
Rock Ridge on October 16th launching the program 
to all the Rock Ridge families and students.  Special 
guests at the event included Terry Killin-Exec. Di-
rector, Bill Hodges & Annette Fante-Asst. Superin-
tendents, Dena Gaddis-Principal at South Elem. (an 
IB Candidate school), Carrie Stephenson-Principal 
of Elem. # 47, Brenda Gifford-Director Of Schools, 
and our own Tony Kappas! 

Debra Lasley-
MYP Coordinator 
DCHS,  
Kelli Bainbridge-
MYP & PYP Coor-
dinator Rock 
Ridge Elementary, 
Jordi Owens-MYP 
Coordinator, Mesa 
Middle School and 
Dennis Ingram-
Rock Ridge  
Principal at the 
Rock Ridge IB 
Celebration on 
October 16, 2009. 
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IB Grads in the News! 
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College Planning Meeting  
Reviews Fit and Finances 

     Fifty families, the majority Freshmen and Juniors, arrived at 
DCHS the night before the big fall storm to learn more about 
finding the right college and how to use different financial 
strategies to pay for a post-secondary education. 
 

     Our two guest speakers, Diane Schaefer and Jay Murray, 
shared their experience with college admissions and financial 
aid offices.  Diane started her presentation addressing the 
need to approach the often overwhelming task of picking col-
leges for student applications.   
 

     It’s critical for a student to find the right college ‘fit’.  Col-
leges search through applications and choose the students 
they feel will be the most successful at their school.  Retention 
of college freshman is a key statistic that parents and students 
are watching closely.  If a university doesn’t think you’ll make it 
back, you’re less likely to be accepted. 
 

How do you find the right fit for you?  Diane offered some ad-
vice: 

� �Take your academic temperature.  Match your current 

ability with a school where you will be a success.  If your 
goal is one of the 150 highly selective colleges in the US, 
step it up a notch.  Take hard courses all the way through 
your senior year.   

� �Make sure your college offers the major you think you 

want to take and options in different areas.  If you think 
you want to major in engineering and hate it when you get 
to college, if you are at a school that only offers engineer-
ing, you’re in trouble. 

� �Be honest with yourself.  College offers little to no supervi-

sion.  How is this going to affect you academically? 

� �What do I need to learn before leaving for college?  How 

to use the microwave?  How to do laundry?  Start now on 
your path to independence. 

� �Kick some tires.  Visit, visit, visit...and did I mention … 

visit?  When you visit, make the most of the trip. Plan 
ahead to meet with faculty. Perhaps you play an instru-
ment, ask to sit in on a concert band rehearsal.  If sports 
are your thing, a contact with the head of the athletic de-
partment is a must. 

� �Where will you be happy?  Are you a summer person who 

hates the snow and ice?  News flash!  Cornell is probably 
not for you. Think about any special needs you may have, 
be they health or talent, and seek out a place that will fulfill 
those needs. 

� �Do your research! Check out one of the multitude of books 

on college reviews from the library or simply access the 
data online.  

� �Probably MOST important.  If you are truly interested in a 

college, make multiple contacts with as many people as 
you can via email, phone and, if they are visiting our area, 
in person. Make sure you know the local admissions staff 
for Colorado and make sure they know you!  Given the 
choice between two identical students, the college will 
pick the one that has shown more interest in the school 

every time. 
 

     “No one should pay full price for college unless they so 
choose.”  Jay Murray followed Diane with an in-depth discus-
sion of college finances.  While the IBPO was struggling with 
technical difficulties, Jay jumped right in to the presentation 
with some staggering statistics about college. 

� �The four year cost to send a child to public university for 

today’s seniors will top $100k.  For private/elite colleges, 
expect well over $200k. 

� �The average time it takes to get an undergraduate de-

grees is now 6.5 years due to the increase in the number 
of kids attending college.  It’s not that they aren’t trying; 
they simply cannot get into the classes the need. This is 
more prevalent at a state universities. 

� �67% of students will apply for need based aid. 

� �50% of families are restricting their kids college choices 

due to costs. 
 

What’s a family to do??? 

� �Work the scholarship databases out—fastweb.com, col-

legeboard.com and scholarships.com are three of the 
many on the internet.  Understand the competition is 
fierce for these funds. It’s a numbers game.  Don’t expect 
to win any until you apply to at least 100. 

� �Watch Naviance for local scholarships. You have a better 

chance at winning these. 

� �Visit the counseling office at DCHS, and other schools, to 

ask about scholarships that may not be posted online. 

� �Above all, never pay for a scholarship! Know the 7 signs 

of a scholarship scam by visiting www.ftc.gov/
scholarshipscams 

� �Research tax strategies now as it is the tax year when 

your student is a junior that colleges will consider. 

� �Talk with Grandparents.  The majority of grandparents say 

they want to help with college costs but are not being 
asked! 

� �Apply for financial aid even if you think you make “too 

much.” 
 

Learn more about selecting the right college and paying for it 
by contacting Diane & Jay at: 
 

Diane Schaefer–Schaefer Educational Planning 
www.schaefereducationalplanning.com 
 

Jay Murray–Solutions for Tuition 
www.solutionsfortuition.com 
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DCHS Freshman Orientation 
 / IB Registration  
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 Still Looking for that  

Special Spring Break Trip? 
 

Ireland, England  
and Paris! 

$2,763 
March 17—28, 2010 

 

Includes: 
· Airfare 
· All breakfasts and dinners 
· Full-time Tour Guide 
· Entrance fees to many sites 
· Most activities 

   Not included: 
· Lunches 
· Tipping 
· Spending money 
 

Interested?  See Mrs. Kingery in the  
Counseling office ASAP! 

IB Course Companions  
Now available at the P.S. Miller Library 

in Castle Rock! 
 

In 2007, the International Baccalaureate Organization worked 
with Oxford publishing to release a series of course compan-
ions for the IB Diploma student.  These guides are designed to 
support students through the IB Diploma Program with advice 
and guidance on the syllabus and assessment requirements. 
 

With many thanks to IBPO Board member, Suzanne LaRue, 
these guides are currently available at the P.S. Miller library 
in Castle Rock. 
 

You can use the library copies to preview the guides and de-
cide if you should purchase them for your student, or simply 
borrow them for study.  The guides are available for purchase 
on Amazon.com.   
 

Any students or families who wish to sell used copies of their 
guides, please email:  newsletter@huskieibpo.com 
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��� �������� Newsletter Needs You! 
 

The IB matters newsletter is always look-
ing for talented young writers to provide 
insightful articles about IB.  You may not 
think what you are doing is of interest to 
anyone else, but let us be the judge of that!  We have 
immediate openings in the February issue for: 
 

· Group 4 Physics project articles and pictures 
· CAS projects 
· Seniors!  We are looking for a journal-type article on 

your upcoming English oral 
· HL Music students, we’d like to hear about your com-

position 
· TOK articles.  What it is, when it is, how you are 

dealing with the night class, and who the teachers 
are! 

· Trips abroad 
· Free association.  Just write an essay on anything 

you think is interesting about IB  
 
Keep your articles, relevant, funny, insightful, and as 
clean grammatically as humanly possible! 
 

Articles and pictures should be sent to: newsletter@huskieibpo.com 
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