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I w ant to offe r four practical cons ide rations  as  
s tude nts  approach  IB e xam s  and finals .

Do not be lie ve  th e  all too com m on ide a: “If I 
don’t k now  it by now , I'm  not going to k now  it.” 
Th is  is  ge ne rally us e d as  an e xcus e  for not 

s tudying. Th e re  is  a notable  diffe re nce  be tw e e n w h at you re m e m be r 
from  a s ch ool ye ar and w h at you can re inforce  w ith  s tudying. It m ay be  
true  th at th e  tim e  for le arning ne w  conce pts  be gins  to pas s  s om e tim e  in 
m id-April, but th e  opportunity to m ak e  conne ctions  be tw e e n and am ong 
ide as  as  w e ll as  th e  ne e d to re inforce  prior le arning continue s  righ t up to 
your e xam inations . Studying at th is  s tage  is  le s s  about m e m oriz ation 
th an it is  about s ynth e s iz ing conce pts . Go ove r note s  and e xam s , flip 
th rough  your te xts  and re m ind yours e lf w h e re  you h ave  be e n. Th e n ge t 
a h igh ligh te r or a s e parate  pie ce  of pape r and re vie w  s pe cific conce pts . 
Th e  s te ps  you tak e  now  can m ak e  all of th e  w ork  you h ave  put in during 
th e  ye ar truly pay off.

Ene rgiz e  yours e lf w ith  ple nty of s le e p and good die tary h abits . 
Don’t le t th is  conflict w ith  m y firs t pie ce  of advice . Exam s  occur ove r 
s e ve ral w e e k s  and m any of th e  h abits  th at h ave  w ork e d in th e  pas t, 
s taying up late  to s tudy and us ing s tim ulants  lik e  “Re d Bull” w on’t s e rve  
your inte re s ts  in th e  long run. Eat bre ak fas t and drink  juice . Include  fruit 
in your lunch . Go for w alk s . I do not inte nd th is  to s ound s illy. You h ave  
w ork e d h ard to h ave  th e  opportunity to be  w h e re  you are  and you ow e  it 

to yours e lf to m axim iz e  your opportunity to pe rform . Th is  is  th e  tim e  to 
s te p aw ay from  jobs  and to talk  your little  s is te r into doing your ch ore s . 
Th is  is  a tim e  to be  s e lfis h  in orde r to allow  all th e  s acrifice s  th at your 
fam ily, frie nds , te ach e rs  and yours e lf h ave  m ade  ove r th e  pas t ye ars  to 
be  re fle cte d in your pe rform ance .

Atte nd re vie w  s e s s ions . Many te ach e rs  offe r re vie w  s e s s ions  th is  
tim e  of ye ar and ge ne rally atte ndance  is  low .  W e  h ave  s e e n a dire ct 
corre lation be tw e e n s ucce s s  on e xam s  and atte ndance  at re vie w  
s e s s ions . It m ay be  th at s tude nts  cons cie ntious  e nough  to atte nd re vie w  
s e s s ions  w ould do be tte r on th e ir e xam s  anyh ow , but I be lie ve  th at th e  
practical focus  of th e  s e s s ions  is  invaluable . Re vie w  s e s s ions  m ak e  
s pe cific conne ctions  to e xam inations  and e nable  you to pre pare  to 
unde rtak e  th e  type  of s tudying I s ugge s te d e arlie r.  Again, th is  re q uire s  
you to m ak e  th e  tim e . You m us t alte r your s ch e dule  and com m it yours e lf 
to pre paration for th e s e  e xam s . Com e  pre pare d w ith  q ue s tions  and 
cons ide rations . Th e  be s t re vie w  s e s s ions  are  drive n by s pe cific s tude nt 
ne e ds , not th e  te ach e r gue s s ing w h at ne e ds  to be  cove re d. H ave  th e  
rubrics  for your e xam s  w ith  you and us e  th e  tim e  as  an opportunity to 
ge t s pe cific advice  on h ow  to tak e  w h at you k now  and apply it to th e  
e xpe ctations  of th e  e xam ination.

Finally, bring your luck y pe n or luck y little  s pik y m ons te r k e y ch ain 
w ith  you to th e  e xam s .

Coordinator's Corner
by Dr. Steven Fleet

DCH S IB Coord inator

Ne w sle tte r
Ch eryl M onroe m onroecw @ m sn.com       Com m e nts/Sugge stions
W endy Storey w endy@ net-dem on.com   Stude nt Article s
Jeff Storey jstorey@ net-dem on.com   Publis h e r

IB Coordinator
Dr. Steven Fleet (303) 387-1131     Steven.Fleet@ dcsdk 12.org

IB Adm inistrative  Assistant
Deborah  W ick (303) 387-1109      Deborah .W ick @ dcsdk 12.org

H usk ie  IBPO Board     contactus@ H usk ie IBPO.com

President Ch eryl M onroe
Secretary K it Bazley
Treasurer Jeanne W att
CAS Activitie s Sm ita Patel
Volunteer Coord Julia Radtk e
H ospitality Ch air Debbie  Studebak er
W ebsite Norm  Byers
At-Large Geoff Steph en, Vick i &  Jack  Lucy, 

Karen Soules, Carroll Lyn Ste inberg

IB  m atters H us k ie IBPO.com

Unive rsity of South e rn California and th e  IB Curriculum
Q -H ow  does USC treat students w h o h ave pursued an International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum ?  

A -USC believes th at students w h o undertak e  an IB curriculum  are w ell prepared for th e  rigors of university academ ic life . IB course s are  factored 
into our adm iss ion evaluation process because  w e  recognize th e  extrem e rigor of such  a curriculum .

Q -W h at k ind of advanced credit does USC offer to IB? 

A -USC grants 6 sem e ster units of credit for each  subject com pleted at th e  h igh er level w ith  a grade of 5, 6, or 7. No credit is earned for 
subsidiary level exam s. Students m ay earn a m axim um  of 18 sem e ster units th rough  th e  IB program . Advanced Placem ent (AP) credit can be 
accum ulated, in addition to th e  IB, for a m axim um  of 32 units. H ow ever, credit cannot be earned for AP and IB exam s on th e  sam e topic. Th e  
USC Articulation Office  w ill only grant elective credit upon rece ipt of an official IB Certificate . Th erefore , students s h ould be sure  to h ave 
official IB results sent directly to USC.

Source :  h ttp://w w w .usc.edu/adm iss ion/undergraduate/utility/faq .h tm l (enter “IB” as search  k e yw ord, and refer to second q ue stion/answ er listed)
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Bringing Spanis h  to Life
By Nik k i Look , '0 9

W e  all k now  about th os e  nas ty inte rnal as s e s s m e nts  re q uire d for th e  
ove rall IB te s t s core . Th e y m ak e  our palm s  s w e aty and k ne e s  s h ak e  jus t 
th ink ing about th e m  for th e y could pos s ibly pus h  us  tow ard th at 7 or 
bring us  dow n to a 6. As  a junior and s tude nt in th e  Spanis h  V clas s , I 
am  only ge tting a q uick  tas te  of th e  h orrors  th at th e  s e niors  h ave  be e n 
e xpe rie ncing. For th e  IB Spanis h  grade , fifty pe rce nt of th e  ove rall s core  
is  bas e d upon th e  individual oral and th e  group oral w h ile  th e  oth e r fifty 
pe rce nt de rive s  from  th e  actual te s t. Th e  te s t w ill tak e  place  on May 13, 
th e  individual oral took  place  a couple  of w e e k s  ago and th e  group orals  
w e re  m agnifice ntly accom plis h e d ove r w inte r bre ak . 

One  w e e k , w inte r bre ak , w as  give n to de s ign a s cript, s h oot th e  
s ce ne s  and add th e  s pe cial e ffe cts  to cre ate  a s m ooth  flow ing Spanis h  
oral. Oth e r re q uire m e nts  include d a fifte e n m inute  tim e  lim it and e ach  
group m e m be r ne e de d to e q ually s pe ak  th rough out th e  oral. Oth e r th an 
th e s e  fe w  re gulations  w e  w e re  fre e  to e xpre s s  our k now le dge  of th e  
language  in w h ate ve r form  cam e  to m ind. As  a re s ult, Las  Coraz one s  
Jove ne s , a Spanis h  s oap ope ra, cam e  to life .

A young m an s urpris ingly w ak e s  up from  a long las ting com a and 
be lie ve s  h e  is  a poor, los t s oul w ith  only h is  h os pital gow n. Com e  to find 
out, h e  is  a re now ne d inve ntor and is  w orth  a fortune . A lady w h o h as  
re ce ntly e s cape d th e  jungle  w ith  h e r adm ire r le arns  of th is  ne w s  and 
trie s  to convince  th e  m an th at th e y w e re  a couple  be fore  h is  accide nt 
w h e n h is  truck  s w e rve d off th e  road due  to a load of ve ge table s . Th e  

m om e ntum  of th e  s tory line  s pe e ds  up th rough out th e  s oap ope ra and at 
th e  e nd, th e  pre vie w s  for th e  h ypoth e tical continuation of th e  s oap ope ra 
de picts  th e  w om e n s lapping e ach  oth e r and th row ing glas s e s  of w ine  at 
e ach  oth e r.

As  th e  finis h e d product playe d on th e  s cre e n in th e  Spanis h  
clas s room , m y initial ide a of th e  inte rnal as s e s s m e nt fade d aw ay. Not 
only w as  th is  a gre at opportunity to s pe nd q uality tim e  on an im portant 
portion of th e  ove rall grade , I w as  able  to truly h one  in on th e  w onde rful 
Spanis h  language . I can’t w ait until th e  s um m e r, w h e n I re ce ive  m y 
s core  and can attribute  m y s ucce s s  to th e  s ucce s s  of m y group oral.

Bulle tin Board
Th ank  you to . . .

- Ch eryl M onroe , Sm ita Patel, Karen Soules, Carroll Lyn Ste inberg, Jeff &  W endy Storey, and Ch erie  W allace for h elping prepare th e  February 
new sletter for distribution.

- Karen Soules, Debbie  Studebak er, and Jeanne W att for providing th e  food and drink s for th e  Extended Essay Advisor Sess ion on Feb. 7, 2008.

- Carroll Lyn Ste inberg for preparing th e  th ank -you cards and gift certificates for th is year's seniors' Extended Essay advisors.

- All th e  students and graduates for contributing articles to th e  IB New sletter during th e  2007 - 2008 sch ool year.

H ungry Stude nts Ne e d IB Exam  Snack s!

Th e  end of th e  year is rapidly approach ing and w ith  it com es IB exam s. Th is can be a stressful tim e  for our IB seniors and som e of our juniors.  Each  year 
th e  IBPO supports our students w h o are tak ing exam s by offering snack s and beverages to th e  students prior to th e ir te sting periods.  Please  consider 
h elping support our students by donating individually w rapped snack s such  as: granola bars, cereal bars or oth er snack s. You could  also provide bottled 
w ater, juice , or sports drink s. Th e  snack s m ay be  dropped off at Deborah  W ick 's office  in th e  south  building. Th ose  individuals w h o w ould lik e  to donate , 
but not purch ase  and deliver snack s, m ay m ak e  a m onetary donation. Ch eck s or cash  s h ould be sent to Deborah  W ick 's office  and m ark ed “IB Exam  
Snack s.” M ak e  ch eck s payable to “H us k ie  IBPO.”

Proctors Ne e de d for IB Exam s

Th e  IB staff needs parents to ass ist as proctors for th e  IB Exam s. Th e  exam s w ill be h eld M ay 5 – 21, 2008. Exam s vary from  1 to 2-1/2 h ours in length , 
and m ost w ill be h eld off-s ite  at th e  Ch urch  of Jesus Ch rist of Latter Day Saints in Th e  M eadow s . 

Note : You m ay not proctor an exam  th at your ow n ch ild is tak ing. 

Com ing Soon —  Inform ational e m ail for pare nts inte re ste d in proctoring IB exam s . W atch  for it!
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As  Exte nde d Es s ay s upe rvis ors , Le ah  Sch ultz  
and I w ant to cre ate  opportunitie s  to h e lp s tude nts  
find s ucce s s  in w riting th e ir Exte nde d Es s ay. One  
pie ce  of our plan w as  to s e t as ide  a s ch e dule d tim e  
for s tude nts  to m e e t w ith  th e ir advis ors  (during th e  
EE proce s s  th e y s h ould s pe nd 3-5 h ours  w ith  th e ir 
advis or). W h at be tte r tim e  th an during CSAP w e e k  
w h e n m os t juniors  are  s le e ping in? So w ith  
adm inis trative  s upport, March  5th  w as  re s e rve d for 
s tude nts  and advis ors  to m e e t in th e  DCH S library 
to participate  in a m orning s e m inar/w ork  s e s s ion 
from  9 :00 to 11:00 am .

W h e n s tude nts  and advis ors  arrive d, Le ah  and I 
s pe nt about 20 m inute s  de m ons trating online  
databas e s  available  th rough  th e  s ch ool dis trict 
w e bs ite . Stude nts  w e re  als o guide d tow ard th e  
IBPO w e bs ite  as  a w onde rful s ource  of inform ation 
s uch  as  s ubje ct guide s , grade rs  re ports , h ow  to w rite  an abs tract, and a tim e line  for pacing. Stude nts  w e re  th e n fre e  to m e e t w ith  th e ir advis ors  or 
be gin re s e arch .

Cons ide ring th e  s e s s ion w as  com ple te ly voluntary, w e  fe lt it w as  q uite  s ucce s s ful w ith  rough ly 35 s tude nts  and 7 advis ors  in atte ndance . So 
w h e re  do th e  s tude nts  go from  h e re ? Stude nts  are  e xpe cte d to s e t up m e e tings  w ith  th e ir advis ors  and th e y m ay ch oos e  to go to th e  s um m e r w ork  
s e s s ion at DU w ith  Be ck y Parne ll June  9 -12. Se pte m be r 1 is  th e  s ugge s te d de adline  for rough  drafts , h ow e ve r, th e  “rough  draft de adline ” is  to be  
arrange d w ith  th e  advis or by th e  s tude nt. By Octobe r 1, tw o copie s  of th e  th e ir e s s ay w ill ne e d to be  s ubm itte d. In addition, s tude nts  are  e xpe cte d to 
com ple te  a vive  voce  (e xit dis cus s ion) w ith  th e ir advis or as  s oon as  th e y h ave  com ple te d th e ir e s s ay. Th e  purpos e  is  to ce le brate  th e  proce s s  as  
w e ll as  th e  com ple tion and all th e  h ard w ork  s pe nt ove r th e  pre vious  nine  m onth s .

Exte nde d Es s ay M ini- W ork s h op
W h at do IB juniors  w h o h ave  th e  m ornings  of CSA P w e e k  off love  to do?
Atte nd an Exte nde d Es s ay s e m inar!

By M rs . Kim  Clever
Social Stud ie s

EXTENDED ESSAY

Ne w  Exte nde d Es s ay due  date  is  Oct. 1.

W ork s h op w ill be  h e ld at th e  Unive rs ity of De nve r 
June  9  – 12.

De taile d inform ation and re gis tration form s  w ill 
be com e  available  in th e  s pring.

Es s ay inform ation for re fe re nce  on th e  w e bs ite : 
w w w .h us k ie ibpo.com .

-Es s ay de s cription.
-Tim e  line  &  due  date s .
-Rubrics  for grading (ge ne ral, by s ubje ct) NEW  

FOR TH IS YEAR!
-Style  Guide  link s .
-Sam ple  topics  from  pas t pape rs .
-Sam ple  e s s ays .
-Es s ay re ports  by s ubje ct (com m e nts  by pas t 

grade rs ).

IB juniors use  th e  library com puter lab for som e initial 
research .

Social Studie s teach er, K evin W ills-K e ely, gives som e 
re search  guidance to som e of th e  IB juniors.

K im  Clever, one of th e  DCH S Essay Coordinators, m e ets 
w ith  h er advise e s.

Paula Gilbert, Ch oir D irector, m e ets w ith  one of h er 
advise e s.
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Th e  graduating clas s  of 2009  w ill s e e  s om e  ch ange s  in th e  
re q uire m e nts  for th e ir Exte nde d Es s ay com pare d to th e  graduating 
clas s e s  be fore  th e m . And as  it is  ne ce s s ary to e ducate  not only th e  
s tude nts , but th e ir advis ors , K im  Cle ve r and I m e t w ith  th e  advis ors  in an 
afte r s ch ool m e e ting on Th urs day, Fe bruary 7, 2008. Th e  m e e ting, 
de licious ly cate re d by th e  IBPO, w as  atte nde d by about 15 advis ors , 
both  ve te rans  and ne w  re cruits . In an e ffort to clarify th e  advis or/advis e e  
re lations h ip, K im  and I s h are d w ith  th e  advis ors  th e  follow ing inform ation 
w h ich  w e  le arne d in an IB roundtable  in De ce m be r. All of th is  
inform ation w as  als o give n to th e  TOK s tude nts  in January.

1. Th e  s ugge s te d tim e  for an advis or to m e e t w ith  th e ir advis e e  is  
be tw e e n 3 and 5 h ours  total. Th is  inform ation is  available  to IB 
grade rs  of th e  e s s ays ; any tim e  le s s  th an 3 h ours  and th e  originality 
of th e  w ork  is  q ue s tione d, and any m ore  th an 5 h ours  and th e  w ork  
appe ars  to be  m ore  of th e  advis or’s  th an th e  advis e e ’s .

2. Th e  m ajority of th e s e  3 – 5 h ours  s h ould be  s pe nt on th e  “front 
e nd” of th e  e s s ay de ve lopm e nt. Th e  prim ary role  of th e  advis or is  to 
h e lp th e  s tude nt de ve lop a re s e arch  q ue s tion th at is  broad e nough  
to yie ld a le ngth y pape r but not too narrow  in s cope . Als o, th e y are  
to m ak e  s ugge s tions  for re s ource s  th at m ay be  of h e lp in th e  
re s e arch  proce s s .

3. Th e  advis or is  to re ad only one  draft of th e  e s s ay prior to th e  e s s ay 
be ing turne d in. One  th ing th at w as  m ade  ve ry cle ar at th e  
roundtable  w as  th at th e  role  of advis or did NOT include  e diting or 
re vis ing. Th e  advis or is  m e ant to be  a facilitator of k now le dge  
acq uis ition, not an e ditor.  

4. Th e  introduction of th e  viva voce  is  an e ntire ly ne w  e le m e nt th is  
ye ar. It is  an “e xit inte rvie w ” during w h ich  th e  advis or and th e  
advis e e  dis cus s  th e  finis h e d product and th e  re s e arch  proce s s . 
Th is  s h ort (15 m inute s ) dis cus s ion s h ould tak e  place  afte r, alth ough  
re lative ly ne ar, th e  com ple tion of th e  e s s ay. Th e  tone  of th e  
inte rvie w  s h ould be  of ce le bration.

Afte r th e  m e e ting w ith  th e  advis ors , Be ck y Parne ll cam e  to s pe ak  
w ith  th e  TOK s tude nts  about be ginning th e  re s e arch  proce s s . During h e r 

h our-long dis cus s ion, s h e  h ad th e  s tude nts  e ngage  in a m ultitude  of 
activitie s  m e ant to s pur th e ir inte re s t in ge tting s tarte d on th e  Exte nde d 
Es s ay. Sh e  h ad th e  s tude nts  re s pond to q uotations  from  fam ous  
inte lle ctuals  th at de alt w ith  th e  nature  of re s e arch , h ad s tude nts  look  at 
both  s ucce s s ful and uns ucce s s ful re s e arch  q ue s tions , and ans w e re d 
ge ne ral q ue s tions  about th e  Exte nde d Es s ay. Th e  ove rarch ing m e s s age  
w as  one  of individuality, natural curios ity, and de te rm ination. Ide ally, 
s tude nts  w ill be  inte re s te d in re s e arch ing s om e th ing about w h ich  th e y 
are  pas s ionate , curious , and drive n; th is  is  w h e re  th e  be s t e s s ays  com e  
from .

Exte nde d Es s ay A dvis or M e e ting
A dvis ors  le arn of th e  re q uire m e nt ch ange s  in Exte nde d Es s ay for th e  clas s  of 20 0 9 By M is s  Leah  Sch ultz

Language  Arts

IBPO Pre se nts Th ank -You 
Gifts to Exte nde d Essay 

Advisors
At th e  Fe bruary 7, 2008 Exte nde d Es s ay Advis or 
m e e ting h e ld by DCH S Es s ay Coordinators , th e  IBPO 
provide d finge r food, de s s e rts , and drink s  for th is  afte r-
s ch ool s e s s ion. Afte r th e  m e e ting, IBPO pare nt De bbie  
Stude bak e r pre s e nte d e ach  of th e  advis ors  for th is  pas t 
e s s ay s e s s ion (curre nt s e niors ) w ith  a gift ce rtificate  for 
$25 to Barne s  &  Noble . Carroll Lyn Ste inbe rg, anoth e r 
IBPO pare nt, cre ate d h om e m ade  th ank -you cards  to go 
along w ith  th e  ce rtificate s .

Th e  IBPO gre atly appre ciate s  all th e  te ach e rs  w h o tak e  
th e  tim e  and h ave  th e  inte re s t to act as  advis ors  to our 
IB s tude nts  in th is  im portant re s e arch  proje ct. Many of 
th e m  m e e t w ith  th e  s tude nts  outs ide  th e ir clas s room  
h ours , going above  and be yond to provide  th is  guidance  
to our s tude nts !
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You m ay k now  h im  as  a m as te r of de rivative s  or m aybe  as  th e  voice  
announcing th e  m os t re ce nt s ports  e ve nt. Eith e r w ay, Mr. Loe w e n is  a 
pre tty cool guy. H e ’s  th e  te ach e r be h ind th e  s core s  of e ach  and e ve ry IB 
s tude nt th at tak e s  H L Math  and AP Calculus . H e  is  als o brave  e nough  to 
te ach  Alge bra I. In addition to be ing an aw e s om e  m ath  te ach e r, Mr. 
Loe w e n is  h e avily involve d in activitie s  at Douglas  County H igh  Sch ool. 
Be caus e  h e ’s  a s upe r-am az ing guy, w e  inte rvie w e d Mr. Loe w e n:

Q -W h at is  your favorite  part of te ach ing IB s tude nts ?

A - I re ally lik e  th e ir attitude s . Th e y’re  h ard w ork ing, w illing to try ne w  
th ings  and are  jus t fun to be  around.

Q -W h y did you be com e  a m ath  te ach e r?

A - My dad w as  a te ach e r and all of m y life  I th ough t it s ounde d lik e  
a good job. W h e n I got to colle ge , I w as n’t s ure  w h at I w ante d to 
s tudy but I k ne w  th at I w as  good in m ath  and s cie nce  s o I s tarte d 
in th e  Engine e ring program . Afte r a little  w h ile , I found out th at I 
re ally didn’t lik e  e ngine e ring and I lik e d to w ork  w ith  k ids  s o I 
s w itch e d m ajors  to be com e  a m ath  te ach e r.

Q -W h e re  did you go to s ch ool?

A - W e ll, actually I w e nt to Douglas  County H igh  Sch ool and th e n 
w e nt on to CU Boulde r.

Q -You are  re ally involve d in our s ch ool’s  activitie s , w h at got you 
inte re s te d? 

A - At firs t Mrs . Sh aw croft as k e d m e  to announce  at a s ports  e ve nt, 
but I re aliz e d th at girls  s ports  don’t ge t as  m uch  re cognition as  
boys  and s o I th ough t th at if I could ge t involve d th e n it w ould 
h e lp s ch ool s pirit and re cognition for th e  girls . I als o lik e  to s e e  
m y s tude nts  outs ide  th e  clas s room ; it is  am az ing h ow  tale nte d 
th e y are !

Q -Do you h ave  any funny te ach ing s torie s ?

A - W e ll, I w e nt on th e  trip to Paris  in 2003 and th e re  w e re  tw o girls  
in m y clas s  th at alm os t got into a figh t on a s ubw ay. W e  w e re  all 
on th e  s ubw ay w h e n th e re  w e re  tw o Fre nch  m e n s pe ak ing to 
e ach  oth e r in Fre nch  and it s ounde d pre tty rude . W h at th e y didn’t 
re aliz e  is  th at h alf th e  s tude nts  th at w e re  w ith  us  could 
unde rs tand th e m . So th e s e  tw o girls  s tood up and told th e m  off in 
Fre nch . Th e  tw o Fre nch  m e n w e re  s tunne d and a little  
e m barras s e d; it w as  th e  talk  of th e  trip! 

Q -W h at w ould you s ay to s oph om ore s  w h o are  trying to de cide  
be tw e e n AP and IB? 

A - If you are  re ally s trong in one  or tw o acade m ic are as  I w ould s ay 
you s h ould ch oos e  AP, but if you are  not s ure  w h at you re ally 
lik e  or w h at you are  re ally good at th e n you s h ould ch oos e  IB. If 
you do ch oos e  IB you s h ould be  re ally m otivate d and able  to 
w ork  h ard and th at w ill e q ual s ucce s s  in th e  IB program . 

Q -W h at w ould you s ay to s om e one  w h o is  cons ide ring tak ing h igh -
le ve l m ath ?

A - It is  de finite ly not th e  e as ie s t h igh -le ve l clas s , s o don’t tak e  it jus t 
for th e  ch alle nge . You ne e d to h ave  a natural tale nt for 
m ath e m atics . W ork ing h ard is  gre at but it is  not e nough  for th is  
clas s . You als o ne e d to h ave  a ge nuine  inte re s t in m ath e m atics .

To s um  it up, th ough  you m ay only k now  h im  from  your m ath  clas s , 
Mr. Loe w e n is  an individual w ith  m any inte re s ts . So, if you are  planning 
on tak ing calculus  and ge t Mr. Loe w e n as  your te ach e r, look  forw ard to 
it - I be t it w ill be  a fun e xpe rie nce . 

Faculty Profile
M r. Sh aun Loe w e n: M ath e m atics By Laurel M azur, '0 9

and M aggie Kak enm as ter, '0 9

Angela Londono and M r. Loew en.

Expe rie nce  M ach u Picch u!
W h e n: Spring Bre ak  2009
Cos t: $2,9 44.00
Te ach e rs : Mrs . Quintana and Mrs . Long
RSVP To: s ra_ gq uintana@ yah oo.com  

H ave  you alw ays  w ante d to e xpe rie nce  th e  Mach u 
Picch u, go on a jungle  h ik e  or rafting on th e  Urubam ba 
Rive r? W e ll H ERE is  your ch ance !! Se ñora Quintana 
and Mrs . Long are  going to Pe ru for Spring Bre ak  2009 . 
W e  w ill be  s e e ing Lim a, Cuz co, Aguas  Calie nte s , 
Pue rto Maldonado and Tre s  Ch im badas . Le s s  th an 
$3000 ge ts  you th re e  s q uare  m e als  a day, nice  h ote ls , 
and an e xpe rie nce  of a life tim e ! W H AT A DEAL! Se e  
Se ñora Quintana or Mrs . Long for de tails , or com e  to an 
inform ational m e e ting on April 16 or April 30, 2008 at 
6:30 pm  in room  72S.
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On Fe bruary 6, 2008, IB s cie nce  s tude nts  
dis playe d th e  re s ults  of th e ir Group 4 s cie nce  
inve s tigations  in a group s e s s ion h e ld afte r 
s ch ool in th e  North  Com m ons .

Each  ye ar, IB s tude nts , as  part of th e ir 
s cie nce  clas s  ch oice , com ple te  a proje ct 
re fe rre d to as  th e ir Group 4 Proje ct: one  of th e  
IB inte rnal as s e s s m e nts  for s cie nce . Th e  
Group 4 de s ignation re fe rs  to th e  fact th at 
Expe rim e ntal Scie nce  is  th e  4th  Subje ct Group 
of th e  IB curriculum  th at all IB s tude nts  m us t 
com ple te . 

According to Dr. Ch ris tine  Funk , IB Biology 
te ach e r at DCH S, th e  Group 4 proje ct include s  
all of th e  IB s cie nce s : IB Biology I, IB Ph ys ics  I, 
and IB Ch e m is try II. Th e  proje ct involve s  
s tude nt groups  in de s igning, conducting and 
analyz ing an e xpe rim e nt on a topic of th e ir 
ch oice , th ough  it m us t s om e h ow  re late  to our 
um bre lla topic. Th is  ye ar, th e  ove rarch ing topic 
is  "Ch ildre n's  Storie s  and Fairy Tale s ." 
Stude nts  s tudie d topics  from  pre s e rving Snow  
W h ite 's  apple  and plant e xpe rim e nts  bas e d on 
th e  Ench ante d Fore s t, to e nz ym atic and re dox 
re actions  in th e  body afte r s om e one  h as  be e n 
cut from  Mulan, Sle e ping Be auty, and Pe te r 
Pan, and s tudying h om e os tatic m e ch anis m s  

bas e d on th e  s tory "Th ous and Furs ." Stude nts  
s h are  th e  re s ults  of th e ir re s e arch  in a pos te r 

s e s s ion form at.
Ms . Farre ll, IB Ch e m is try te ach e r, s aid th at 

for th e  firs t tim e , th e s e  proje cts  w e re  dis playe d 
afte r s ch ool, w h e re  pare nts , frie nds  and oth e r 
s tude nts  w e re  invite d to atte nd. Th os e  
atte nding w e re  as k e d to critiq ue  individual 
dis plays  as  part of a pe e r re vie w . Th e y 
com ple te d form s  as k ing th e m  to e valuate  th e  
proje cts  on pos te r organiz ation, vis ual 
ch aracte ris tics , and s cie nce  conte nt, as  w e ll as  
ide ntify anyth ing th e y th ough t w as  e s pe cially 
pos itive  (or not) about th e  proje cts .

Th e  s e s s ion appe are d to be  q uite  a 
s ucce s s , w ith  pare nts  and grandpare nts  
m e ande ring am ong th e  proje cts , w h ile  s tude nts  
took  pride  in de s cribing th e ir re s e arch .

For de tails  on th e  IB  Diplom a Program m e  
curriculum , point your brow s e r to 
h ttp://w w w .ibo.org/diplom a/curriculum .

Group 4 Scie nce  Inve s tigations
IB s cie nce  s tude nts  dis play th e ir proje cts By Ch eryl M onroe

TO K: Gift or Curs e ?
By Yvonne Sch roeder, '0 9

If you're  in IB, you are  e ith e r in TOK, tak e n th e  clas s  be fore , or you’ve  h e ard th e  juniors  
and s e niors  w h ine  about th e  afte r-h ours  clas s .

TOK, w h ich  for th os e  of you w h o don’t k now , s tands  for Th e ory of Know le dge . TOK is  a 
clas s  for s e cond s e m e s te r IB juniors , firs t s e m e s te r IB s e niors , and a fe w  brave  non-IB 
s tude nts  w h o jus t w ant to join in. Th e  clas s  tak e s  place  on W e dne s day nigh ts  from  5 - 8 
pm . It’s  taugh t by Dr. Fle e t, Mr. Um bach , Ms . Farre ll, Mrs . Goe k e n, and Mr. Burrough s . 
Th e re  is  a bas ic s tructure  to th e  clas s . Th e  s tude nts  m e e t in th e  library for any random  
am ount of tim e  de cide d by th e  te ach e rs ; th e n w e  s e parate  into s m all groups  as s igne d to 
th e  s tude nts  at th e  be ginning of th e  s e m e s te r. In our s e parate  s m all groups  w e  can 
dis cus s  any num be r of th ings ; s om e tim e s  re ligion, s om e tim e s  a re ading give n to us , 
s om e tim e s  art, or s om e tim e s  s om e th ing com ple te ly random . Th e n w e  ge t to go h om e  and 
w rite  tw o journal e ntrie s  th at furth e r e xplore  th e  dis cus s ions  th at w e  h ad in clas s . One  
dis cus s ion th at I particularly lik e d w as  w h e th e r k now le dge  can e ve r re ally e xis t. Th e  th ings  
th at IB s tude nts  h ave  in th e ir m inds  w ould m ak e  any non-IB k id s ay “w h oa!”

One  clas s  th at w as  ve ry m e m orable  w as  w h e n w e  w atch e d Th e  W iz ard of Oz  on m ute  
and playe d Pink  Floyd’s  Th e  Dark  Side  of th e  Moon at th e  s am e  tim e . It w as  abs olute ly 
am az ing th at th e  m us ic from  th e  CD s e e m e d to m atch  w h at w as  going on in th e  film . For 
e xam ple , th e re  w as  th e  s ound of a plane  in th e  CD at th e  s am e  tim e  th at Doroth y look e d to 
th e  s k y.

Ove rall th e  clas s  is  pre tty fun and not h alf as  bad as  all of us  tak ing th e  clas s  m ak e  it 
out to s e e m . Maybe  w e  don’t notice  it now , but I’m  s ure  th at w h e n w e  look  back  w e  w ill s e e  
th at TOK truly w as  a gift give n to us  by good, old IB.
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W h e n I th ink  of Th e ory of Know le dge , k now n to th e  IB s tude nt as  
TOK, I th ink  of th ink ing. W h at I m e an is  th at, in m y m ind, th e  focus  of th e  
clas s  is  to th ink : to th ink  of ne w  topics , to th ink  in ne w  w ays , to th ink , 
and to le arn to do s o. From  th e  ve ry firs t W e dne s day e ve ning on w h ich  
a fe w  com panions  and I gam bole d unce rtainly th rough  an e m pty s ch ool 
and up to th e  clas s room s  of th e  Englis h  w ing, w e  w e re  e xpos e d to ne w  
ide as : “H ow  doe s  th e  k now e r k now ?” I didn’t k now . Th is  bas ic q ue s tion 
of e pis te m ology (th e ory of k now le dge ) w as  not one  th at m any of us  h ad 
pre vious ly cons ide re d, and ce rtainly not one  th at w ould be  as k e d in a 
conve ntional clas s room . From  th is  ve ry firs t m e m orable  ins tant in TOK, 
w e  as  s tude nts  w e re  re q uire d to th ink  of a ne w  topic in ne w  w ays .

Th is  ne w  food for th ough t as  w e ll as  its  s e rve rs  prove d to be  
intim idating at firs t for m any a TOK s tude nt. Th e s e  s e rve rs , th e  te ach e rs  
of TOK intim idate d not be caus e  of boom ing voice s , m alignant s tare s , or 
any de vice s  of th at s ort, but rath e r be caus e  of a s ort of air of 
inte lle ctualis m . Th e n Mr. now  Dr. Fle e t, Mr. Um bach , Mr. Burrough s , 
and Mrs . Goe k e n all pe rm e ate d th e  s orts  of fe e lings  th at you w ould 
e xpe ct in a colle giate  e nvironm e nt. Dr. Fle e t’s  s low  and s e e m ingly 
calculate d s pe e ch  s e e m s  to carry dow n from  th e  airy h e igh ts  of 
inte llige nce  and dw arf w e  le s s e r be ings  at h is  fe e t. But th e  intim idation 
caus e d by th e s e  h um an bas tions  of e ducation s ubs ide d as  th e y h e lpe d 
us  to re aliz e  our ow n incalculable  pow e r of th ough t.

I s tate d be fore  th at I s e e  th e  prim ary goal of TOK as  provok ing 
th ough t w ith in its  s tude nts . Th is , I th ink , is  th e  s am e  as  th e  te ach ing of 
th ough t, for w e  are  all capable  of th ink ing. Our th ough ts  m e re ly h ave  to 
be  provok e d and dire cte d to ach ie ve  m ore  ph ilos oph ical purs uits .  Th e  
prim ary w e apon in th e  ars e nal of th ough t provocation is  dis cus s ion in 
TOK. Ope n dis cus s ion is  th e  form  th at TOK m os t ofte n tak e s ; Th e  
te ach e rs  provide  a s tim ulus  in th e  form  of a film , an article , a q uotation, 
an ide a, or s im ply a q ue s tion any of w h ich  can trigge r e ruptive  th ough t 
and dis cus s ions  th at ach ie ve  noth ing s h ort of m e ntal aggrandiz e m e nt. 
Much  le arning and grow th  is  place d in th e  h ands  of th e  s tude nts  afte r 

th e  te ach e r's  s tim ulus  propos als , for th rough  s h aring th ough ts  and ide as  
w e  furth e r e xpos e  one  anoth e r to ye t m ore  ne w  topics  and pe rs pe ctive s . 
As  m uch  as  th e  obje ctive  of TOK is  to provok e  th ough t, it is  to provok e  
unorth odox th ough t, th at is  to s ay, ide as  th at s tray from  th e  obvious  
conclus ions .

In no oth e r clas s  offe re d at Douglas  County H igh  Sch ool, or lik e ly any 
h igh  s ch ool, or any unive rs ity are  s tude nts  taugh t as  th e y are  in TOK. 
Th e  broade ning of pe rs pe ctive s , th e  notion th at th e re  are  infinite  
pe rs pe ctive s  and infinite  ans w e rs , are  purve ye d th rough  th e  
unorth odoxy of th e  dis cus s ion topics  w ith in th e  clas s . Topics  s uch  as  th e  
s e m iotics  of th e  Am e rican flag, th e  conce pt of Faith  in th e  w ritings  of 
both  Martin Luth e r K ing Jr. and Malcolm  X, Magritte ’s  ide a of th e  
tre ach e ry of im age s , and Plato’s  accide ntal attribute s  e ach  ope ne d th e  
m ind of th e  conve ntional TOK s tude nt to pre vious ly une xplore d 
dom inions  of th ough t. I w ill not e ve n be gin to lis t th e  m ultitude  of topics  
ch os e n by s tude nts  to pre s e nt in th e ir TOK orals  th at e xte nde d m y 
th ink ing.

Eve n in ligh t of TOK ’s  e xtraordinary ability to crack  m y h e ad lik e  a 
coconut and pour into it w h at de licious  m ixture  of th ough ts  as  it w ould, I 
give  e q ual value  to th e  e xpe rie nce s  both  e nte rtaining and m e aningful 
th at I h ad during TOK. To th ink  back  on th e  w h ole  e xpe rie nce  conjure s  
only th e  brigh te s t fe w  im age s  into m y m ind. Dr. Fle e t h unch e d ove r, 
playing th e  part of an old m an look ing for a cube  during a gam e  of 
fre e z e -fram e , s itting h uddle d in Mr. Burrough s ’ room  w atch ing Th e  
Sandlot, dis cus s ing w h e th e r Ne w ton or Sh ak e s pe are  re ach e d ne are r 
th e  truth : th e s e  e xpe rie nce s  are  th os e  th at I re m e m be r be s t.  Th e re  are  
a gre at m any oth e r e xpe rie nce s  th at I w ill tak e  w ith  m e  be yond h igh  
s ch ool, th at I h ave  tak e n be yond TOK. I find th at e ve n th ough  re turning 
to s ch ool afte r h ours  w as  s om e tim e s  drudge ry, and e ve n th ough  
th ink ing w as  s om e tim e s  a burde n, m y e xpe rie nce  in TOK w as  am ong 
th e  m os t valuable  of m y h igh  s ch ool care e r.

Th e ory of Now le dge  . . . I m e an Know le dge . IB k ids  k now  w h o I got 
th at from . Th at craz y clas s  w e  all go to on W e dne s day nigh t from  5 pm  
to 8 pm . Le t's  ge t th e  obligatory bas ic s tats  out of th e  w ay ‒ w e  m e e t in 
th e  LMC Garde n Room  and th e  te ach e rs  are : Dr. Ste ve  Fle e t, Mr. Rick  
Um bach , Ms . Jill Goe k e n, Ms . Be ve rle y Farre ll, and Mr. Jas on 
Burrough s . Th e  clas s  h as  th re e  bas ic face ts : th e  journal, th e  in-clas s  
dis cus s ions , and th e  TOK e s s ay (not to be  confus e d w ith  th e  e xte nde d 
e s s ay).

Th e  journal: th e  "gift" th at w e  all got at th e  induction ce re m ony. 
During our firs t TOK, w e  e ach  got th re e  s tick e rs  th at w ould prove  to be  
th e  s ign pos ts  in th e  de s olate  fre e  s pace  th at w as  our journals . Th e  one  
of particular im portance  to us  w as  th e  TOK Circle , w h ich  s e e m s  to 
indicate  th at in orde r for IB s tude nts  to be com e  k now e rs  (th e  ce nte r of 
s aid circle ), w e  m us t w ade  th rough  are as  of k now le dge  us ing w ays  of 
k now ing. Did I los e  you? Don't w orry, m os t of us  fe lt th e  s am e  w ay.

Th e  clas s  dis cus s ions : th e  pas s ion th at all IB k ids  h ave  com e s  
th rough  q uite  cle arly. W h e th e r w e 're  dis cus s ing w h at e xactly cons titute s  
m us ic vs . nois e  or w h at on e arth  Bono w as  doing w h e n h e  w as  rolling 

around on th e  s tage  during th e  Z ooropa tour or w h o is  th e  be s t band 
e ve r (Mr. Um bach  s ays  Th e  W h o, Mr. Burrough s  s ays  U2), you s e e  
q uite  a range  of e m otions , from  dis gus t and ange r to confus ion to 
h appine s s . W h at s tarts  as  a dis cus s ion of th e  trip to Boe ttch e r Conce rt 
H all to w atch  th e  CSO m ay w e ll e nd as  a dis cus s ion re garding bus e s  
and th e  vibrations  th e y m ak e , for e xam ple .

Th e  e s s ay and th e  pre s e ntation: I forgot about pre s e ntation, s o 
te ch nically th e re  are  four face ts , not th re e . Th e s e  are  both  s om e w h at 
abs tract, at le as t to m e ...

By th e  tim e  you re ad th is , w e  w ill all h ave  ve nture d up to Boe ttch e r 
via ligh t rail or oth e r arrange d ride  not w ith  frie nds  (for s om e  craz y 
re as on, th e  Dis trict w ill not le t s tude nts  drive  oth e r s tude nts  on s ch ool 
s pons ore d e ve nts ...) and be  able  to te ll you about th e  cre ative  proce s s  
th at goe s  on th e re .

Re m e m be r, life  is  a fabric. If you cut it up into a bunch  of little  pie ce s  
and s titch  it back  toge th e r in th e  righ t orde r, you can cre ate  s om e th ing 
ne w  ‒ H e nri Be rgs on's  ide as  in a nuts h e ll, I th ink . Th at's  TOK at w ork !

TO K at W ork By Alex M ullans , '0 9

M y Expe rie nce  in TO K
Nove lty and Proclivity In and O ut of Th ough t By H ugh  Cunningh am , '0 8
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M ay 2008 IB Exam ination Cale ndar
Friday 2nd 
Las t Day of IB Clas s e s  for IB Se niors

Monday 5th  
7:00 am Englis h  A1 H L pape r 1 (2 h rs )
11:00 am Ps ych ology SL pape r 1 (2 h rs )
3:00 pm Ph ilos oph y H L pape r 1 (2 h rs  30 m in)
3:00 pm Ph ilos oph y SL pape r 1 (1 h r 45 m in)

Tue s day 6th  
7:30 am Ps ych ology SL pape r 2 (1 h r)
11:00 am Ph ilos oph y H L pape r 2 (2 h rs )
11:00 am Ph ilos oph y SL pape r 2 (1 h r)
3:00 pm H is tory H L pape r 1 (1 h r)
3:00 pm H is tory H L pape r 2 (1 h r 30 m in)

W e dne s day 7th  
8:00 am H is tory H L pape r 3 (2 h rs  30 m in)
1:00 pm Math  H L pape r 1 (2 h rs )
1:00 pm Math  SL pape r 1 (1 h r 30 m in)
1:00 pm Math  Studie s  SL pape r 1 (1 h r 30 m in)

Th urs day 8th  
8:00 am Math  H L pape r 2 (2 h rs )
8:00 am Math  SL pape r 2 (1 h r 30 m in)
8:00 am Math  Studie s  SL pape r 2 (1 h r 30 m in)
1:00 pm Ch e m is try SL pape r 1 (45 m in)
1:00 pm Ch e m is try SL pape r 2 (1 h r 15 m in)

Friday 9 th  
8:00 am Ch e m is try SL pape r 3 (1 h r)

Monday 12th  
8:00 am Englis h  A1 H L pape r 2 (2 h rs )

Tue s day 13th  
8:00 am Spanis h  B SL pape r 1 (1 h r 30 m in)
8:00 am Spanis h  B SL pape r 2 (1 h r 30 m in)

W e dne s day 14th  
1:00 pm Biology H L pape r 1 (1 h r)
1:00 pm Biology H L pape r 2 (2 h rs  15 m in)

Th urs day 15th  
8:00 am Biology H L pape r 3 (1 h r 15 m in)

Friday 16th  
8:00 am Fre nch  B SL pape r 1 (1 h r 30 m in)
8:00 am Fre nch  B SL pape r 2 (1 h r 30 m in)

Monday 19 th  
1:00 pm Math  H L pape r 3 (1 h r)

Tue s day 20th  
8:00 am Mus ic H L pape r 1 (2 h rs  30 m in)
8:00 am Mus ic SL pape r 1 (2 h rs  30 m in)
1:00 pm Ph ys ics  SL pape r 1 (45 m in)
1:00 pm Ph ys ics  SL pape r 2 (1 h r 15 m in)

W e dne s day 21s t 
8:00 am Ph ys ics  SL pape r 3 (1 h r)

Friday 23rd 
GRADUATION

One  Nigh t at TOK
TOK  students create pose s representing 
concepts. Teach ers and oth er classm ates try to 
interpret w h at concepts are be ing presented.



DCH S IB Calendar
April
23 ACT Te s t for Juniors  at DCH S (State  Te s t)
26 Prom

May
2 Las t Day for IB Clas s e s  for IB Se niors
3 SAT Te s t (Saturday)
5 – 8 DCH S Spring Arts  Fe s tival (North  Gym )
5 – 21 IB Exam s
20 Finals  (Pe riods  1, 2, 3)
21 Finals  (Pe riods  4, 5)
21 IB Se nior Picnic
22 Finals  (Pe riods  7, 8)
23 Graduation

June
7 SAT Te s t (Saturday)
14 ACT Te s t (Saturday – National Te s t Day)
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