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Upcoming IB Event 

The group listens to Dr. Fleet’s welcoming remarks. 
The teacher panel answered parent questions  

in the theater. 

Current IB students answered questions from  
the new students. 

Current IB Parents and Juniors helped serve ice cream to 
incoming Freshmen and their families. 

August Ice Cream Social Welcomes IB Class of 2013 
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by Dr. Steve Fleet, DCHS IB Coordinator 

     I want to extend a welcome to all of 
our freshmen and to be sure to wel-
come back the rest of the International 
Baccalaureate students.   
     I also want to remind you all that the 
excellence of our program begins with 
you.  I am confident that you will find it 
within yourselves to meet the chal-
lenges that lie ahead.    
     You find yourselves at Douglas 
County High School during a period of 
significant change.  We are in the midst 
of implementing the Middle Years Pro-
gram so that the expectations and op-
portunities of an international education 
can be made available to more stu-
dents.   
     We are in our final year with Edna 
Doherty as our principal whose guid-
ance ushered in our program and 
whose leadership has defined excel-
lence and commitment at Douglas 
County High School.   

     We have an excellent new teacher, 
Angela Tucker, teaching High Level 
math.  Those who are taking Chemistry 
will find themselves caught up in the 
infectious excellence of Mitch Kop-
pel.  We also know that we are operat-
ing under the leadership of Steve 
Herzog as superintendent of schools.   
     We have a new schedule including 
busy Mondays, Huskie hour and con-
nect time two mornings a week.   
     With these new changes we also 
have old concerns ranging from sched-
uling to transportation, stress manage-
ment to college considerations.  Amidst 
all of this, I want to offer two words of 
advice: 
1.)  Trust in yourselves 
And  
2.)  Remember to help each other.   
     This is a basic and essential for-
mula.  The management of time and 
maintaining of confidence are essential 

to success in any demanding situa-
tion.  You must know that you possess 
the values inherent to the Learner Pro-
file and you must expect yourself to 
exhibit them.   
     You also need to know that your 
friends will provide you with the needed 
advice, assistance and examples to 
carry on when you feel over-
whelmed.  But in this you must remem-
ber to be the friend who takes the time 
to listen, who demonstrates the caring 
and exemplifies the principles that not 
only define your character but reminds 
those around you about what is best in 
them.   
     Remember that you will always live 
with the uncertainty of the world 
around you, but the steadfast character 
you build within yourself will remain 
with you and see you through whatever 
trials you may face, that–and a little 
help from your friends.  
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Change is Easy with a Little Help from your Friends 
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IB Bulletin Board 

Senior Picnic at the Fairgrounds 

Seniors enjoyed a much earned break 
from IB May exams at the annual  
Senior Summer End of Year picnic. 
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While most students were home enjoying a well-
deserved summer break, incoming seniors in the IB program 
were busy honing their Extended Essay skills at a four-day 
workshop at the University of Denver (DU).  Sponsored by the 
IBPO, this annual rite of passage has proven to be an essential 
tool for students looking to develop research skills and produce 
a quality essay. 

The Extended Essay is one of several requirements 
within the IB diploma program designed to take student learn-
ing beyond the classroom through the exploration of particular 
areas of interest.  The 4,000 word essay is a tool that helps stu-
dents learn to develop a research paper through the critical ex-
amination of sources, the selection of particulars from authentic 
materials, and the synthesis of particulars into a narrative that 
will stand the test of critical methods. 

Because of the suggestions of past presenters and par-
ticipants (reflection being part of the IB learner profile), this 
year’s workshop provided a more flexible format based on stu-
dent needs.  English teacher Leah Schultz taught structured 
forty-five minutes sessions, with each session based on a sec-
tion of the IB Extended Essay rubric.  Topics included how to 
develop a research question, how to investigate your topic, and 
how to develop a reasoned argument.  For many students, the 
session on the formal presentation of the essay provided impor-
tant information that eased their anxiety on both the process of 
essay development and what the final product should look like.  
Each of these sessions was optional, with students choosing to 
attend individual meetings based on their learning needs. 

While Ms. Schultz enlightened students in a formal 
setting, History teachers Kim Clever and Rick Umbach coun-

seled students individually.  Students signed up with either 
teacher to discuss their topics, to develop research questions, 
and to get suggestions as to how they might gather research 
important to their papers.  Students who chose not to attend the 
formal trainings provided by Ms. Schultz could meet with 
Clever and Umbach or utilize the incredible resources available 
in the University of Denver library.  It should be noted that one 
of the many benefits afforded any student who attended the 
workshop was access to both print and online materials as well 
as databases available through DU. The staff at DU were will-
ing participants of the workshop, providing individual assis-
tance to students and staff. 

Student feedback was overwhelmingly positive.  The 
optional nature of each formal session allowed students to at-
tend trainings that addressed their specific concerns.  Students 
appreciated the availability of teachers to counsel them indi-
vidually, especially because they could engage in research and 
then immediately run their ideas past educators who had experi-
ence in the Extended Essay process.  Lastly, students liked the 
fact that the workshop provided a structure for working on their 
essay, with many admitting that without the workshop they 
might have waited to begin their research. 

This year’s IB junior class will also have the opportu-
nity to access the wonderful resources at DU and the expertise 
of teachers from the Douglas County High School IB program.  
The workshop will convene on the DU campus June 7 – 10, 
2010, from the hours of 8:30am to 12:30pm.  Please keep your 
eyes on the IBPO website for further information concerning 
registration.  We hope to see many of our current juniors at this 
worthwhile event. 

./������� ���0�(��+��������+���,�

��)�/���(�������0?�

Workshop attendees, Maddie Woodward, Mackenzie Johnson and 
Hannah Skaggs making use of the University of Denver’s extensive 

research materials. 
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by Maddie Woodward ‘10 

“After the workshop was over, I knew everything 
I needed to know to write a great essay.  I knew 
every twist and turn to make sure my essay was 

in the best condition I could make it.” 
 

—Workshop Student 

     Many of our IB families had contact with 
Mrs. Wick during their time at DCHS.  Deborah 
Wick was the IB Administration Assistant for 
many years.  We could always count on her 
professional demeanor, her prompt attention to 
our needs and the way she anticipated every-
one’s request.  She had a true love for both the 
program and the students. 
     Mrs. Wick retired to her home in Castle 
Rock after the 2008/2009 school year.  The IB 
program at DCHS will miss her a great deal. 
We wish her all the best and hope she will 
come visit. 
     Tracy Hagan replaces Mrs. Wick as the new 
IB Admin Assistant.  We look forward to many 
years of collaboration with Ms. Hagan. 

What are the  
Three Core Requirements of IB? 

 
1.)  Extended essay: The extended essay has a prescribed limit of 
4,000 words. It offers the opportunity to investigate a topic of indi-
vidual interest, and acquaints students with the independent re-
search and writing skills expected at university. 
 
2.)  Theory of knowledge (TOK): The interdisciplinary TOK 
course is designed to provide coherence by exploring the nature of 
knowledge across disciplines, encouraging an appreciation of other 
cultural perspectives. 
 
3.)  Creativity, action, service (CAS): Participation in the 
school’s CAS program encourages students to be involved in artis-
tic pursuits, sports and community service work, thus fostering 
students’ awareness and appreciation of life outside the academic 
arena. 
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