August Social Welcomes
IB Class of 2012

; | , Current IB

students held
| apanel for
questions
from the new
students.

Teachers, including foreign language
instructors Ms. Quintana, Ms. Maechler and

Ms. Sorensen joined in the festivities. ) . .
Many had the opportunity to While students listened to advice from B students,

meet Deborah Wick, 1B their parents questioned a panel of IB teachers.
Administrative Assistant

Upcoming IB Events
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We hit the ground running with inter-
national themes in Theory of Knowledge
thanks to the efforts of assistant principal
Tony Kappas and IB history teacher Rick
Umbach. Sixty Theory of Knowledge
students took two buses to the DNC on
Wednesday, August, 27 accompanied by
Mr. Kappas, Mr. Umbach, assistant prin-
cipal Mr. Rombach and the Theory of
Knowledge teachers.

Douglas County students and faculty
attended two symposiums on interna-
tional relations conducted by American
and international experts. In attendance
were 500 international diplomats and
world leaders as well as almost 1700
students from the Denver Metro area.
Three students had the additional oppor-
tunity to meet the dignitaries in the “green
room” prior to the conversation in order to
conduct brief interviews.

The intensity and energy of the con-
vention atmosphere combined with the
knowledge and concern of the partici-
pants to create one of the most powerful

by Dr. Steve Fleet, DCHS IB Coordinator

educational experiences | have ever wit-
nessed.

The morning panel, moderated by
Tom Brokaw, and including Ambassador
Richard Holbrooke, Secretary Madeleine
Albright, president of the Council on For-
eign Relations Richard N. Haas, presi-
dent of the Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace Jessica Matthews and
representative Vin Weber of Minnesota,
looked at surveys of American priorities,
broken down by political affiliation and
then addressed the state of affairs on the
International scene. Representatives of
both parties agreed upon the urgency of
cultivating international understanding in
light of the overwhelming number of is-
sues facing the world. From East Asia to
Africa, from climate change to the energy
crisis, the speakers presented a world in
which the diversity and intensity of prob-
lems has never been equaled and yet
must be approached with a sense of opti-
mism. That we will not do enough consti-
tutes their greatest concerns.

The relevance of such concerns to
International Baccalaureate education
and to the Theory of Knowledge high-
lights the responsibility of students to
cultivate an understanding of their rela-
tionship to the world at large. The partici-
pants on the panel looked toward the
student groups whenever they talked
about responsibilities toward the future,
the hope that exists in the present and
the need for individuals to recognize the
roles that they can play.

The afternoon session turned the con-
versations to the specifics of global pov-
erty. Again, the need to understand oth-
ers, not on our terms, but with an open-
mindedness committed to the real needs
of others dominated the conversation.
The power of understanding, not just of
the world but also of our own nation and
ourselves, positions us to authentically
address world problems. The promotion
of social justice must emerge as a funda-
mental duty that we have to the world
and to ourselves.
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IB Year-End Celebration in

The first Annual IB End of the Year Celebration was held on
Friday, May 9th. The event took place in the South Commons
and was well attended by both students and parents.

The evening started with a buffet of appetizers and des-
serts provided by the parents. After about a half hour of mix-
ing and munching, the program began.

Dr. Fleet and Mr. Umbach hosted the evening’s program.
Mr. Umbach started by recognizing the IB class of 2008. The
seniors introduced themselves and talked about the colleges
and universities that they were attending in the fall, as well as
any scholarships they received.

Dr. Fleet then took over with the awarding of prizes and
honors. Some awards were humorous jabs at IB life, such as
“Most Likely to Sleep in Class” and “Funniest Teacher” while
other awards honored the IB philosophy. These certificates
were awarded to the seniors who best exemplified the 10
Learner Profiles and also “Best IB Role Model.” The IBPO wiill
soon establish an IB Learner Profile plague, with the names of
the winners to be engraved each year.

—Carroll Lyn Steinberg

Senior Picnic at the Fairgrounds
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Leah Schultz confers with a student about her essay topic.

Workshop attendees review sample essays written by past IB students.

P #$" %
#' " # #
) Lo s W
+ - . /" ' $01+
' 2 '
" # "%
3 #
" " 4# 5" 6
0 # 7789 YL# ##
# ' .
%
# .
# " .
(%+ - (% "
.. -% #
L H
%
( (% (% +'
#o## S # . "

by Gage Parrott ‘09

$8
(%
(% ,

“The workshop made me see that
the Extended Essay is not
an impossible mountain to climb.”

—Workshop Student

During the 2006/2007 school year a research project was conducted with

student volunteers in the IB Dance Program at Douglas County High School
(DCHS). The focus of this qualitative research was to determine the benefits
an IB dance program could have in a public school environment. IB dance
students were observed working in class as well as interviewed about their
personal experiences in the two year program over the time period of one
semester.

During the annual conference for the National Dance Education
“Organization (NDEO) in New York City, June 13-16, 2009 a panel of
“students, teachers and administrators have been asked to present a 45
minute discussion on the IB Dance program. Topics to be discussed by the
panel include: the students’ personal responses to IB Dance; the teacher’s
explanation of various components of the Program; and the administrators’
interest and desire in creating and supporting this program. Recognition
by the NDEO is a prestigious honor for the IB Dance Program at DCHS.
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by Michael Craven, Social Studies Teacher

visa and entry procedures
were very easy. From that
point on, Atef, our tour guide,
began our adventures. Atef
was without question the best
tour guide I've ever had on a
foreign tour. Possessing a
Ph.D. in Egyptology, his level
of knowledge was astounding,
and he connected very well
with students and adults. And
so, in capable hands, we be-
gan our trek through this an-
cient land.

Even after teaching about
Egypt for ten years, finally

Mr. Craven and his wife Kaycee at the pyramids.

| had the pleasure, along with Kim
Clever and Laurie Clemens, of chaperon-
ing 10 students and 9 adults to Egypt this
past June. As | write this, more than two
months after returning home, the images
of that land still overpower me with nostal-
gia.

My apprehensions about shepherding
10 minors to such an exotic place were
immediately erased from the moment we
arrived. The tour directors were there the
moment we stepped off the plane, and the

seeing the monuments with
my own eyes-- the Pyramids,
the Sphinx, Abu Simbel, Luxor and Karnak
temples--defies easy description. As |
stood in the shadow of the Great Pyramid |
had to remind myself to put the camera
down and just look at it for awhile. The
power of the ancient pharaohs is obvious
but still overwhelming 5,000 years later.
What struck me was how close the pyra-
mids are to modern structures. The eyes
of the Sphinx gaze upon suburbia, not the
desert. | traced the hieroglyphic carvings
at Karnak and Luxor with my hands, all the
while wondering how many layers of glass

and security these would be under at the
British Museum. And yet there | was,
touching them with my bare hands. One
of the highlights of the trip was a day at
the beach in Alexandria. | have never
seen water so blue or sand so white. It
was a cool, relaxing afternoon in the mid-
dle of an educationally packed tour.

In addition to the obvious pleasures of
trekking through Egypt, | was most im-
pressed with our students. They ignored
the warnings of peers who counseled
against traveling to a dangerous place
where they supposedly hate Americans.
They realized with their own eyes that
these perceptions are false. | was most
impressed by how easily they adapted to a
foreign land and how accepting they were
of its rewards and limitations. In this man-
ner they represented the true spirit of IB.
Navigating plane, boat, bus, train, hot
weather, pushy vendors, marriage propos-
als, and camel rides, their enthusiasm was
contagious. They were literally growing up
in front of me, by the minute. They were
even patient and generous enough to lend
their cameras to a seasoned travel veteran
like me who forgot his battery charger.
Thanks to everyone for making this the trip
of a lifetime for me. | hope it was for you,
too...at least so far.
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