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including Van Gogh. And so Van Gogh drew ordinary peasants working in the fields,
and the world they lived in, wheat fields, rivers, flowers, using warm colours and lively
lines and strokes. Both of them —as well as other Ukiyo-¢ artists and impressionists-
focused on such natural and ordinary lives without any decoration to cover them up.
They alluded to reality, the truth of the world.

Although they never even known each other, Hokusai’s influence on Van Gogh was
massive. The greatest moment of nature Hokusai captured in The Grear Waves of
Kanagawa still impresses people so freshly that it would never, ever be stale or out of
date. Similarly Van Gogh’s yellow in Vase with Fifteen Sunflowers is still freshly
bright that his passion as a great artist, and warmth towards all pcbplc around him, can
be seen behind it. The way they achieved this was different but their hearts towards

their art, were the same.

Vincent van

Gogh: @

Vase with
Fifteen
Sunflowers

) "I have conceived it as the portrait of a bonze, a-

Plate 35: simple worshipper of the eternal Buddha. The

. . head is modeled in light colors painted in a
Seieorran &% thick impasto agaiast the ight background with
dedicated 1o hardly any shadow. Only 1 have made the eyes
Gauguin: slightly slanting like the Japanese.”
September 1888,
Arles: (Quoted by Fred Orton, Japanese Prints Collected by

Vincent van Gogh, Amsterdam: Rijksmuseum, 1978, p.14)

Letter from Van Gogh to his brother Theo:

24 September 1888, Arles:

“If we study Japanese art, we discover a man who is undeniably wise, philosophical and inteiligent, who
spends his timc — doing what? Studying the distance from the earth and the moon? No! Studying the
politics of Bismarck? No! He studies... a single blade of grass. But this blade of grass leads him to draw all
the plants — then the seasons, the grand spectacie of landscapes, finally animals, then the humao figure,
That is how he spends bis life, and life is too short to do everything.

...And ouc caunut suuly Jupunese art, it scems to me, without becoming merrier and happier, and we
should turn back to nature in spite of our education and our work in a conventional world.™”
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